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C A T A L Y S T

THE GENERAL 
ELECTION
By Nola Leach, Chief Executive, CARE

‘Then God said: ”Let us make human beings in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground.”’ Genesis 1:27 (NIV)

Biblical foundations
As we read these words in Genesis, we remember that peo-
ple then depended on agriculture and fishing for their whole 
livelihood – this was where value lay in society.  
So it’s helpful to think of how, in today’s terms, 
God gives us the mandate to rule over every as-
pect of our culture: parliaments and assemblies, 
broadcasting companies, finance, business, the 
arts, technology and much else - points at which 
God’s creation and human power and wealth 
come together. 

It is a wonderful truth that governing authority has been 
given to human beings by God Himself since the foundation 
of the earth.  He has designed us to be light and salt in this 
world. Political engagement is an exciting ex-
pression of this so we are encouraging the maxi-
mum number of Christians to participate in our 
democratic system,  to vote for and support our 
elected representatives. 

We see this as an extension of the Genesis stew-
ardship mandate.  Jesus taught us about loving our neighbour 
as ourselves and that’s why it is important to play a part in de-
ciding on the best possible governing laws for all people. Us-
ing our vote, and following it up with a relational approach to 
politics, is a way in which we can show Christ’s love - and serve 
our community. 

Politics and prayer
A vital part of CARE’s mission is to equip the Church to be light 
and salt in the public sphere. The General Election is a good 

opportunity for us to help local churches continue to serve 
their local area. Our new Election website provides informa-
tion, resources, prayer points - and you will find tasters of the 

site in our special Supplement.  

We are encouraging churches to run an Election 
Forum – an event to give a dynamic insight into 
practical issues and the biblical foundations for 
politics.  CARE can also equip churches to host a 
Hustings event - a chance to meet and question 
election candidates across the parties.

At CARE we make prayer a priority – without God’s merciful 
intervention and provision we know that in the long run, our 
work is in vain.  We hope the  General Election prayer resourc-
es, including a special diary covering every day from 12 April, 

will be of help.

We are called to be God’s people living in God’s 
world. This resonates strongly with a common defi-
nition of what politics really is: ‘the art of living to-
gether in community’. It is true that the world will 
not be put right by politics, but as  Christians it is 

right to have hope and high expectations! 

God gives us 
the mandate to 
rule over every 
aspect of our 
culture

politics is ‘the 
art of living 
together in 
community’

www.engaGE15.org.uk

2



3Professor John Wyatt’s book Matters 
of Life and Death is acknowledged 

as the leader in this delicate field of as-
sisted suicide and euthanasia.  These are 
likely to be key issues this year, whoever 
is elected.

To help the local church and individual 
Christians to address these topics in a 
compassionate, biblical and informa-
tive way, CARE is joining with Keswick 
Resources to produce a five-part study 
course, which would also be suitable 
for theological colleges and Christian 
events, as well as a wider base. 

The format
 DVD short introductions given by 

John Wyatt and CARE’s bioethics 
consultant Philippa Taylor 

 Five-part subject areas, 
each suitable for one study/
discussion session 

 Printed booklets for participants 
and leaders including prayer 
and pastoral notes

The five sections
The questions are wide-ranging and 
would form an excellent base for dis-
cussion for people of all ages – they 
cover fear of dying, spiritual and fam-
ily concerns, how to be ‘remembered’, 
medical issues and much more.  Lead-
ers’ notes will have additional prayer 
and pastoral points. 

The five parts include a ‘current scene’ 
overview of euthanasia and assisted 
suicide, and address the nature of our 
created humanity. Personal and legal 
aspects of dying are all included. 

We believe it is the first time these sub-
jects have been tackled in such a sensi-
tive way. Finishingline will launch at 
the Keswick Convention in July.

Professor John Wyatt has worked 
as a consultant neonatologist at 
University College Hospital for over 
20 years but is now concentrating 
on teaching and research into ethi-
cal dilemmas raised by advances 
in technology.  He is past Chair of 
the Medical Study Group of the 
Christian Medical Fellowship and a 
board member of Biocentre.

His book Matters of Life and Death is 
published by IVP. 

For information about availability and distribution:  
CARE, 53 Romney Street, London SW1P 3RF
020 7233 0455    
mail@care.org.uk

finishingline



Catalyst explores the work of Livability and learns about lives being transformed by community 
care, church life and specialist help. A visit to a home was essential as well. CARE’s Kate Bertaut 
went along to Dolphin Court in Southend.

Rick had just been to his pottery class. 
He carefully unwrapped the mug 

he’d made; a perfect shape. A talented 
artist, he also showed me a lovely paint-
ing. Vanessa had been to college that 
morning, she is studying for a maths 
exam, having passed her number skills 
tests. Ashley proudly showed his bee-
keeping certificates in his room, a former 
hobby. Andrea demonstrated a deft use 
of her mobility chair with a three-point 
turn – accompanied by a dazzling smile.

These are some of the residents of Dol-
phin Court, a purpose built modern Liv-
ability home in Southend, right on the 
seafront. It’s a remarkable collection of 
mostly independent studio flats with spe-
cially adapted kitchens and bathrooms, 

THREE-POINT  
TURN

but with community activities and all the 
support and help they need. 

The range of disabilities and condi-
tions is considerable, but residents are 
encouraged to live as independently 
as possible, attending courses, going 
shopping, events, concerts, mostly in 
an impressive fleet of electric chairs or 
a specially donated minibus. A summer 
visit to a holiday camp is also firmly in 
the diary. Just listening to all the activi-
ties, energetically organised by manag-
er Tony Lyons, was exhausting! 

Fundraising is crucial, as improvements 
to facilities are planned … and much of 
this is done by family members and often 
by residents themselves.  Positive outlooks: Vanessa and Ashley top; 

Rick and his mug and painting, above.
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The roots
As with many charities, the origins of 
Livability lie within deep Christian Vic-
torian principles. Two pioneers, Lord 
Shaftesbury and John Groom, inspired 
separate organisations which touched 
on many social and physical problems. 
They merged in 2007;  Grooms-Shaft-

esbury changed its 
name to Livability in 
2010,  and is now the 
largest charity for dis-
ability in the UK.

Unlike some chari-
ties which are mov-
ing away from their 

Christian roots, Livability is actively re-
versing the trend, and nothing speaks 
more about this than their work with 
churches, with a focus on community 
development.  

Kemi Bamgbose, who also attended the 
visit, works within the communications 
area and heads up campaign work for 
the charity. 

‘One area we are working on,’ Kemi 
told Catalyst, ‘is the area of dementia, 
supporting churches with training and 
resources.

‘We encourage and support the carers 
too and seek to make everyone aware 
of this increasing problem.’  It’s thought 
there are 800,000 people with dementia 
and this is set to double by 2050. 

Repairing communities
‘Our passion’ said Kemi, ‘is to help church-
es become the heartbeat of their com-
munities – based on the vision in Isaiah 
58 – to repair broken communities.  

info box

 ‘It’s much more than just putting in a 
ramp,’ Kemi added.  ‘A positive attitude, 
and a welcome into full church life, is 
particularly important to ensure any-
one with a mental or physical disability, 
whatever their age, can gain confidence 
and form lasting relationships.’ 

A slightly unexpected area is the Hap-
piness Course. Written by a member of 
the Livability team, it is in fact fully root-
ed in Christian principles. ‘It is proving 
beneficial within the homes,’ said Kemi, 
‘helping community life and relation-
ships. It’s also appearing in schools and 
churches which must be good.’

Kemi was also delighted to visit Dolphin 
Court.  ‘Meeting residents who are re-
ally benefitting from all the fundraising 
is brilliant and a privilege,’ she summed 
up. ‘It makes everything worthwhile.’

For more information visit  
www.livability.org.uk

Ensuite: Vanessa in her self-contained flat, above, and Andrea, below.
Photos: Matt Crew www.insightdesign.co.uk and courtesy of Livability.

Our passion is 
to help churches 
become the 
heartbeat of their 
communities
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Perhaps we can start with the Bill ?
Well, it’s been a long haul! Early on we were unsure if we’d get 
this result – there was so much resentment, particularly from 
the media and even the police. Mind you, the general public 
were behind it. 

Was there a particular turning point?
Certainly! There was a point when the atmosphere 
turned from quite negative to very positive in eve-
rything leading up to the vote. And prayer was a vi-
tal element. Most importantly, the CARE Public Af-
fairs team of Dan Boucher, Mark Baillie and Louise Gleich were 
superb - the Bill would not have been passed without them.

Now that it has its Royal Assent, have you been 
pleased with the response?
Much more than my expectations allowed! Especially consid-
ering the controversial Clause 6 (Section 15 in the final Bill). 
And it has certainly raised awareness; I’ve had so many letters 
and encouragement by those who were prepared to come 

and stand with us, including the NGOs, who had a huge im-
pact in the shaping of the Bill. 

There’s no such a thing as perfect legislation, but this law will 
be a catalyst for other countries to follow. 

So how did you come into politics?
My early working life was as an estate agent in Dun-
gannon which dealt in auctions of livestock, prop-
erty, antiques etc. At one point the head auction-
eer and I decided to start our own business. Then 
in 1973 there was a vacancy on the local council. I 

was really just on the edge of politics and didn’t even know 
then where the offices were! At my very first council meeting 
there was a vote lost by 19 to one - no prizes for who the ‘one’ 
was. But the die was cast and I stayed on the council fighting 
issues for many years before being asked to join the Assembly 
in 1998. I was put forward for a peerage in 2006, which came 
totally out of the blue. 

Originally I never sought to go beyond my Council involve-
ment as I enjoyed my estate agent work and was doing well, 

Maurice Morrow – Baron Morrow of Clogher Valley – found time in his very busy schedule to catch 
up with Nola Leach. They talked about his ground-breaking Human Trafficking Bill recently passed 
in Belfast, but also explored roots and inspirations.

Whatever you 
do in life, you 
must always 
think of others  
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supporting my family, enjoying river fishing and the simple 
things. I’m a politician more by accident not by design! But I 
made a conscious decision to try and make a difference with-
in the margins of society.

I knew being in Northern Ireland politics was going to be dif-
ficult. The main blocs are diametrically opposed in absolutely 
everything. It’s all very slow and I wondered if I should spend 
the next few years just watching the Assembly go from one 
difficulty to another? I really wanted to do something about 
it, however I took the things that came to me. I was Minister 
for Social Development for 15 months, and chaired the Justice 
Committee for a while. 

Were the early years in politics difficult?
In the sixties the Troubles were looming – in fact some came 
into politics then because they felt there was a cause worth 
standing for. I worked in what was known as the ‘murder tri-
angle’ - where people were being killed on a daily basis. My 
mother would tell me to be very careful, and I was, but actu-
ally never had any fear, even when out shop-
ping, though it may have been foolhardy. I 
believe in a God who never makes mistakes 
– I’ve made plenty but He doesn’t. I always 
sought God’s guidance. 

So what and who has inspired you?
Well, firstly, prayer. Then people – namely 
Abraham Lincoln and William Wilberforce. Both fought slav-
ery in their day, and continue to be an inspiration. 

I come from a working class background. My mother was the 
law-maker in the family though my father enforced it when 

I worked in what was 
known as the ‘murder 
triangle’ - where 
people were being 
killed on a daily basis

she couldn’t, especially with three lively lads! She instilled 
in us that whatever you do in life, you must always think of 

others. We learned in Sunday School that our 
chief aim is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 
forever. And that‘s been the theme through-
out my life and had never left me. 

How can you encourage our sup-
porters that they really can make a 
difference?
One thing we demonstrated with the Bill 

is that a single individual can make a difference. During the 
process I met a victim of trafficking and listened to her story. 
At the end she asked me to promise never to give up. Then I 
reminded her who she was talking to. I don’t give up!

Section 15 of the Human Trafficking and Exploitation (Criminal Justice and Support for Victims) 
(Northern Ireland) Act 2015 makes it a criminal offence to purchase sexual services from any person in 
any circumstances.  This follows a model of law which has operated successfully in Sweden since 1999 
and has been adopted in Norway and Iceland and also by Canada in 2014.  The Government in the 
Republic of Ireland has now also announced its intention to adopt a similar law.

Thinking of others: Lord Morrow with Nola Leach 
Photos: Matt Crew www.insightdesign.co.uk
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TRUTH 
TO  SET  
YOU FREE

It’s a taboo subject in most churches but regarded as normal across much of contemporary culture. 
Pornography. ‘Naked Truth’ wants to see change in how people think about pornography and to help 
them turn around their behaviour. 

The next two online prayer events are on 22 April and 7 October. For more information and to  
find out more about the conferences and support groups visit:  www.nakedtruthproject.com

When Ian Henderson, above,  dis-
covered that his dad – the CEO of 

a Christian charity – had been charged 
with having indecent 
pictures of children on 
his computer, he saw 
how insidious and de-
structive porn addiction 
actually was. ‘Maybe if 
my dad had been helped 
earlier, things might have been differ-
ent,’ Ian told Catalyst.  ‘He was found 
guilty and sentenced - but died one 
month later of cancer.’ 

Ian was working with Andy Hawthorne 
at Message, and through his research 
came to realise that pornography was 
one of the greatest challenges the 
Church was facing, and still is. 

God’s heart
‘So I gathered a few people around 
and for a year we held prayer events, 

created a website, thought about in-
teracting with mainstream media, and 
find ways to expose how porn ruins 
lives. God’s heart is for something much 
more beautiful. 

‘We’re so grateful to CARE and their his-
tory of tackling this issue. You put your 
heads above parapet long before many 
others. We look forward to working to-
gether even more.’

It soon became clear that this problem 
needed all Ian’s time and 
attention.  So he began 
working fulltime for Na-
ked Truth in September 
2013. 

‘We work to open eyes 
through creative communication.  It 
challenges people’s per-
spectives on porn without 
being pushy and preachy.  

There are three legs 
to Naked Truth.  First 
is working with young 
people.  Then, engaging mainstream 
culture through art and media, like an 
upcoming art exhibition tour themed 
along the lines of ‘are we really ok with 
the stuff we click on?’   Finally, equip-
ping the church to train communica-
tors and care for people. 

Technology and conferences
Naked Truth work alongside others. 
CARE, Romance Academy and Urban 
Saints have all been involved in ‘Porn-
scars’ conferences  in four cities so far, 
which help church leaders address the 
problems.  They are developing online 
recovery groups overseen by Paula 
Hall - an ordained minister and trained 
therapist.  ‘It’s great that a guy can join 
a support group on his phone at lunch-
time, then go back to work.

‘You could say smartphone technol-
ogy is a real problem, but this way it’s 
gradually being turned into something 
to help people’, said Ian.

Over the years they’ve spent hours pray-
ing: traditional gatherings, prayer-walk-

ing but also online. CARE’s 
Cameron Dobbie participated 
in the first web prayer event. 
‘It was fantastic - literally get-
ting inside the internet, go-
ing behind a great wall being 
opened up for prayer and pe-

titioning to see change happen.’ 

‘This work is crucial and links in so well 
with what CARE is doing,’ said Lyndon 
Bowring, CARE’s Executive Chairman. 
‘I’m privileged to be part of it and speak 
at some of the conferences.’

Pornography was 
one of the greatest 
challenges the 
Church was facing

We work to 
open eyes 
through creative 
communication
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E L E C T I O N 
S U P P L E M E N T

C A T A L Y S T

Equipping Christians for the General Election

www.engaGE15.org.uk



We’ve had a history of providing ac-
cessible resources over the years, 

and 2015 is certainly no exception!  
CARE’s Digital Strategy manager Chris-
tine Andres takes us on a website tour,  
starting with two questions key to this 
year’s campaign:

What do you care about?
‘We’ve highlighted a number of CARE is-
sues,’ explained Christine, ‘and this time 
we’ve grouped them under these three 
areas: Family, Life and Justice.

‘From assisted suicide to human traffick-
ing, you’ll be able to explore the issues 

you care about, as well as find out just 
how your MP has voted on some of them, 
using our useful MP database. We have 
included a series of questions to ask can-
didates via email or at a Hustings event.’

What’s it all about?
You will find explanations and reflec-
tions on why we believe Christians 
should vote and become politically 
involved. 

‘If you’re after facts,’ Christine added, ‘be 
sure to check out the ‘How does it work?’ 
page. There’s a whole range of other re-
sources and tools to help you make your 

vote count – we have a prayer guide, dy-
namic video content and a regular Elec-
tion blog – there’s a lot going on.’

CARE wants to encourage churches and 
communities all across the UK to con-
sider hosting Hustings or ‘Question Time’ 
events with the help of our online guides.

A new @engaGE_15 Twitter account will 
be essential if you want to keep up with a 
continuous stream of news and content!

Nola Leach summed up, ‘whether 
you’re a first time voter or a church 
leader, we hope the new website will 
be an invaluable resource as we ap-
proach Polling Day.’

CARE is thrilled to launch www.engage15.org.uk – our interactive 
new website created to equip Christians for the General Election.  

READY TO 



The House of Commons is comprised 
of 650 MPs (members of parliament) 

who each represent a constituency, a 
geographical area with an average of ap-
proximately 70,000 electors. 

Most election candidates publish 
manifestos, which are scrutinised by 
the media, think tanks, charities and 
individual voters during the campaign. 

A political party needs 326 indi-
vidual MPs, or ‘seats’, if they are to 
form a government with an over-
all majority. In 2010 this didn’t hap-
pen, so a coalition was formed be-
tween the Conservatives and the 
Liberal Democrats. 

If there is no clear majority this year, 
the party with the most votes could 
attempt to govern without a for-
mal coalition. This is known as a 
minority government, where the 
governing party depends on the support 
of others on a vote-by-vote basis. In this 
event, a second General Election might 
be called later in the year, although  
the Fixed-Term Parliaments Act 
makes this more difficult! 

MEMBERS 
AND 
MANIFESTOS

30 March dissolution of Parliament

 7 April one month until Polling Day

20 April cut-off date for UK citizens aged 18 and over to register to vote. The 
following day marks the deadline for voters to apply for a postal or a 
proxy vote.  See www.aboutmyvote.co.uk for more information.

2-3 May final weekend before Polling Day

 7 May Polling Day (booths open from 7am – 10pm)

 8 May When the votes are in 
If there is a clear majority, the elected Prime Minister will be invited  
by The Queen to form a government.

GENERAL ELECTION 
2015 – KEY DATES

III



What is a hustings?
It’s simply a meeting at which election candidates address 
potential voters, and answer questions on a wide range of is-
sues. Each speaker is given an equal amount of time to talk 
about their values and aims, and the events give people time 
to consider candidates as individuals and assess their person-
al strengths and weaknesses first hand.

When and where? 
The General Election campaign will really get going from 30 
March when Parliament dissolves, before polling day on 7 
May. Any time within this window would work well, though 
there is no reason not to hold an event earlier.  Your local 
church or hall would be ideal as a venue.

Who to invite? 
The Electoral Commission advises that all candidates stand-
ing for election should be invited. However, in many cases this 
is simply impractical. If you decide not to invite everyone, the 
information in the online Hustings Guide will help to ensure a 
balanced event.

What about publicity?
People cannot come if they do not know the meeting is tak-
ing place! So do mobilise your own congregation to attend 
as well as getting support from other local churches – this 
should be your primary aim.

Use the media to reach an even wider audience. If possible, 

HOLD A HUSTINGS!

include an advert in local newspapers or write a letter for 
publication.

There may even be a local Christian radio station which might 
be interested in either advertising your event or conducting 
an interview with you.

The Hustings season is here again!  They are the most effective way to hear what the 
candidates have to say on a variety of issues. Our online Hustings Guide gives you all the 
details… but here is a summary.

Key questions
As this will be a forum run by a church or number of churches, 
it is quite appropriate for the questions to focus on issues of 
particular importance to Christians.  

To help you consider which issue you might wish to 
cover, CARE has drafted some briefings with possible 
questions which could be asked. You will find these at 
www.engaGE15.org.uk as well as in the full Hustings Guide.  
In addition, if it falls to you to be the chairperson, there is a 
handy guide on the website.

Finally, do let us know how you get on!



Devolution of power to Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and Wales raises 

particular issues with regard to the Gen-
eral Election. In particular, the debate 
over further devolution to the Scottish 
Parliament has caused many people to 
ask whether the voting rights of Scot-
tish - and presumably Northern Irish 
and perhaps Welsh - MPs be restricted 
to prevent them from voting on laws 
which apply only to England. 

Debating the issues 
During the General Election campaign 
‘English votes for English laws’ will be 
an issue of debate between the political 
parties.  If the law is changed in this way, 
local MPs in Scotland, Wales and North-
ern Ireland will still have a vote on many 
important matters. Economic policy, de-
fence and foreign affairs are the highest 

DEVOLUTION 
ISSUES

profile issues reserved to Westminster 
along with other matters of importance 
to Christians.  Overseas aid policy for ex-
ample is set by the UK Government for 
the whole country. Except in Northern 
Ireland, the laws on equality and abor-
tion are determined at Westminster. 

Key questions
From CARE’s perspective, perhaps the 
most important current issue related to 
the role of Scottish and Northern Irish 
MPs is assisted suicide. There may be an 
attempt to legalise this, with a Bill being 
introduced into the House of Commons 
after the Election. 

Despite the fact that this is a matter 
which is devolved to the Scottish Par-
liament and the Northern Irish Assem-
bly, MPs from Scotland and Northern 

Ireland can vote on it, even if the legisla-
tion only applies in England and Wales. 

It is of crucial importance, therefore, 
that Christians in Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and Wales participate in the 
General Election and find out about the 
candidates’ views on key issues, as this 
may influence their voting intentions.     



Vote for God’s Sake
The passage: 1 Peter 2:13-17   
Peter was sending an important message to the dispersed 
Jews of the Greco-Roman world when he told them to be 
‘subject to all human institutions for the Lord’s sake’ (2:13) 

Submitting and living peaceably under those in power is to 
do so for God Himself! 

In a snapshot? Peter helpfully gives us his bullet-pointed 
version: 

 Honour all people

   Love the brotherhood

   Fear God
   Honour the emperor

Or put into modern day categories:

   Respect everyone in your country whatever their 
background

   Especially show practical love to your church family

   Live well under the authority of God

   Credit the Prime Minister with your harmonious 
life in society

We can take our vote seriously for God’s sake and in accord-
ance with His will.

Governments - God’s servants and 
ministers
The passage: Romans 13:1-7   
Here Paul is more specific than Peter about why the Church 
should be subject to the governing authorities. God Himself 
has put them in this place of power. All authority is given by 
Him so to live a civically responsible life is to acknowledge that 
God has established this government as His ‘servant’ (13:4).

Jesus reigns over all governments
The passage:  Colossians 1: 16-20; 2:9 
Paul presents a high view of Jesus.  Everything in creation was 
made through Him and for Him - Jesus is identified as both 
the creator of all things and as its end goal. 

Christians who are part of government, and/or serving it through 
voting, acknowledge that Christ is Lord over every political sys-
tem and greater than any monarch, President or Prime Minister. 
But Christians also claim that by working with earthly ‘principali-
ties and powers’ they do so because Christ has put them in place 
and keeps them in position.  Thus, by taking a General Election 
seriously, we proclaim that Jesus is Lord over all. 

The 2015 election Bible notes are available in full on the website  –   
we hope you will find this shorter version helpful.

WHAT  
THE BIBLE  
SAYS

VI



During this period we’ll notice that 
more and more of the news cover-

age we read, listen to and watch will 
be on the Election.  And it will only get 
more intense!

As Christians I’m sure we want to en-
gage with the whole process, and the 
media can play a vital role.  

We won’t want to believe everything we 
read. But much material produced by 
journalists and commentators is actual-
ly first class. Remember, these guys are 
pros and they know how to tell a good 

A  
BALANCED 
VIEW?

story! So this is why the media has such 
an important role to play.

The media allows you to 
engage with different views 
Perhaps not the obvious place to start, but 
bear with me. During a campaign, news-
papers and news websites carry pieces 
from various high profile politicians.  This 
can actually be very helpful.  Also, the 
press and general media are great sources 
of information. Just think of the BBC News 
website - an easy, simple and fast way to 
catch up on all the latest stories. 

CARE’s Press Officer James Mildred, right, on useful 
points to bear in mind before the Election.

Social media opens  
new doors 
This is the area of the most explosive 
growth.  Those of us on Facebook or 
Twitter can actually engage directly 
with some politicians. I say ‘some’ be-
cause in the case of the higher profile 
leaders, it is unlikely actually to be them  
personally online. That said though, 
social media has undoubtedly opened 
many new and exciting ways of engage-
ment that previously did not exist - and 
that’s no bad thing. 

CARE maintains that as Christians, 
involvement throughout society is part of 
our God-given mission.  Here are some 
reasons why it is important for us to vote:
 The Bible is clear about the Christian value of 

respecting governments 

 Taking part in our democratic system is a way 
of affirming the human dignity of all peopleW

H
Y

  V
O

TE
?  Voting demonstrates that we recognise our duty to 

be involved in society

 By voting, we can influence the make-up of the lead-
ership of our nation

 Our choices are an opportunity to reflect God’s 
agenda for society

 Opinion polls show how close this election is going 
to be, which means each and every vote really does 
matter, wherever we live.
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CARE continues to promote and support the family - an in-
tegral part of society - and  protect the most vulnerable. 

Online safety
CARE has worked closely with Baroness Howe, who raised the 
issue of online safety for children both through her Private 
Member’s Bill and amendments to the Consumer Rights Bill.  
This asks that unless internet users explicitly opt-in to receive 
adult content, they should have automatic filters set on de-
vices accessing the internet. 

Online Gambling
CARE recommends a ‘one-stop shop’ allowing gamblers to 
self-exclude with the Gambling Commission. If adopted, no 
UK licensed online provider will be able to provide gambling 
services to the individual throughout their period of exclusion.  

We have also advocated that financial providers protect the 
most vulnerable by blocking payments between UK gamblers 
and international gambling providers. We are pleased that 
the Gambling Commission are consulting on both of these 
recommendations.

Marriage and education
We are encouraged by the Prime Minister’s announcement to 
recognise marriage in the tax system, allowing a non-working 
spouse to transfer 10 per cent of their tax allowance to their 
working spouse, but these measures could go further! 

David Cameron’s commitment to increase relationship sup-
port through marriage preparation and counselling interven-
tions is also welcome. Protecting the family also requires pro-
tection from inappropriate state interference, particularly in 
the area of school sex education. 

FAMILY

Our Engage15 website features in-depth 
briefings - leading up to Polling Day and 
beyond.  Here are some useful pointers 
grouped under three key areas.
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As Christians, we believe that every life 
deserves protection from conception to 
its natural end.  So CARE engages with 
public policy issues concerning the 
sanctity of human life.  

There are currently three direct threats 
in this whole area which may come to 
the fore following the Election.  

LIFE JUSTICE

Trafficking and prostitution

Progress has been made in the field of 
human trafficking legislation, but  more 
is needed to ensure victims receive vi-
tal support and recovery help.  We also 
need to address the demand for paid 
sex, which drives trafficking for sexual 
exploitation. 

Prostitution affects some of the most 
vulnerable people in our society, 
whether they have been trafficked or 
not.  Some say they are in prostitution 
by choice but the majority are vulner-
able, and at risk of exploitation. Last 
year, resolutions in Europe and new 
laws in Canada and Northern Ireland 
all promoted an approach focusing on 
those who exploit others by paying for 
sex.  CARE would like the whole of the 
UK to adopt this, and to provide pro-
grammes to help those wanting to exit 
prostitution. 

Religious Liberty
Laws on equality and discrimination 
should protect the freedom and human 
rights of all.  However, recently many 
Christians and those of other faiths 
have been required to act against their 
beliefs or risk their livelihood.  

Addressing equality law in the coming 
Parliament will be crucial to protecting 
freedom of conscience.  CARE believes 
that a ‘reasonable accommodation’  
upholding the rights of both parties 
must be included in UK law to protect 
believers’ freedom.  

Assisted suicide

The House of Commons will be probably 
be required to vote on assisted suicide.  
We must ensure that MPs understand 
that we do not want this - there are bet-
ter ways of alleviating fear of dying.

Abortion
MPs may also debate issues relating 
to abortion.  There has been consider-
able parliamentary discussion about 
independent counselling provision for 
women considering abortion, the legal 
grounds for abortion on the grounds 
of disability - currently allowed up until 
birth - and on the grounds of gender.

There may be further debates on em-
bryos during the next Parliament.  



THE 
COMMON 

GOOD
Lord Alton, a long-term friend of CARE, 

touches on matters which affect us all, not 
just at voting time.

During the 40 years or so I have been 
involved in politics, I have been 

saddened to witness a growing cyni-
cism and rising levels of voter apathy. 
To some extent this might arise from an 
unreal expectation about what democ-
racy can deliver.

It was once hoped that giving everyone 
the vote would usher in a brave new 
world, but this has not materialised.  
Disillusionment has led a growing num-
ber to simply turn their backs on poli-
tics per se. As Christians this is based on 
faulty logic. 

Seizing opportunities
We always knew that no political party, 
or politician, can change the fact that 
we live in a fallen world. Despite this, we 
are called to be salt and light, promot-
ing God’s justice, mercy and the com-
mon good. 

If we are serious about this, we are duty 
bound to engage in the General Elec-
tion process - seizing the opportunity to 
promote Christian truth as it relates to 
public policy. 

MPs are usually returned on the basis 
of their party’s election manifesto. Ask 
a candidate what they think about a 
specific issue, they will invariably an-
swer by setting out the position of their 
party. Questioning a candidate directly, 
you can establish whether they have a 

Seizing the opportunity:   
Lord Alton of Liverpool



particular concern about certain poli-
cies. Expressing your own views will 
sometimes impact their thinking.

Votes of conscience
Even more important are the limited 
number of so-called ‘conscience issues’, 
subject to free votes. You cannot always 
learn of  your candidate’s views about 
abortion, assisted suicide, marriage and 
the family, or the creation and destruc-
tion of human embryos, simply by con-
sulting their parties’ manifestos. You can 
only establish how they would vote by 
asking them directly. 

The indications are that in the next 
Parliament assisted suicide will be one 
of the big issues. It is vital that Chris-
tians quiz candidates about this mat-
ter. Don’t let them say, ‘well it’s com-
plicated’ and wriggle away. Tell them 
that if they want you to consider vot-
ing for them they need to say whether 
they would vote for assisted suicide or 
not. Please feed back any information 
to CARE in preparation for the new 
Parliament. 

Church Hustings can be immensely ef-
fective. I certainly found this during 
the seven parliamentary election cam-
paigns in which I stood.

Many candidates believe that  in our 
increasingly secular age the views of 
Christians don’t really matter.  Attend-
ing a Hustings meeting really concen-
trates the mind and sends the mes-
sage that the Christian community is 
significant. 

Love and care
For 35 years I have been privileged to 
serve and work in both Houses of Par-
liament. But I first visited Westminster 
as a boy, in 1965. We paid our last re-
spects to Winston Churchill, lying in 

State in Westminster Hall where, 750 
years ago, the first Parliament had met 
in 1265. This year also marks the 800th 
anniversary of Magna Carta – which en-
trenched protection of the citizen and 
the Church. 

As we mark those anniversaries and 
prepare to vote – symbolically, for Chris-
tians, marking the ballot with a cross 
– remember that those freedoms and 
liberties came at a terrible price.  Let’s 
fully participate in this coming General 
Election, demonstrating love and care 
for our nation.

We are duty bound to engage  
in the General Election process - 

seizing the opportunity to promote  
Christian truth as it relates to public policy 



 As each week begins, pray for your local church 
leaders and members, especially if they are involved in 
Hustings or other Election meetings.  

 Remember the wards in your own constituency, 
focusing on particular local issues.

 Pray for the safety of volunteers canvassing, delivering 
leaflets and campaigning in public places.

 Remember those working in all Party headquarters 
who have been responsible for compiling the 
manifestos, and those presenting them to the public.

 Pray for Christians in positions of authority within the 
Parties. Ask God to provide opportunities for them to 
influence policy content.

 Remember the media, and pray for newspaper editors 
and broadcasters to be discerning and fair. 

 Pray about the role of social media on the electorate, 
that online communications will enable more people to 
express their views responsibly.

ELECTION 
PRAYERS

As Christians it’s vital to underpin all we do and say with prayer, so please use these prayer 
points in the lead-up to the Election.  In addition, on the website you will find special daily 
prayers starting from Sunday 12 April, covering many topics.

‘I urge, then, first of all, that requests, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for everyone – for kings and 
all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 
and holiness.’  1 Timothy 2:1-3 (NIV)

 Pray that Christian candidates will be bold and eloquent, 
especially in how they respond to issues and questions 
with important moral and ethical implications.

 Pray that Christian candidates will find time to pray as 
they work hard leading up to Polling Day – and that 
many will be elected.

 Pray for a good turnout on Polling Day, and remember 
the thousands of staff and volunteers serving round 
the country.

After the Election
 Pray for The Queen as she calls the leader of the 

winning party to Buckingham Palace and invites him to 
form her new Government.

 Pray for every new MP as they take in the implications of 
being elected to represent their constituents, that they 
would realise their need of God’s guidance and strength.
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The manifesto of CURRENT, CARE’s latest online initiative, states:  ‘We all have value. 
We all have purpose.’ Christine Andres and Gareth Russell unpack what’s behind it.

Seismic shifts in technology, politics, 
medicine, banking and globalisa-

tion have been quietly taking place 
for around 20 years. However, there 
remains a need and a desire for Gen-
eration Y - those born between about 
1980 and 2000 - to engage with issues 
of faith and how their faith plays out in 
the public arena.

At last, after much research, planning, 
meetings and coffee, CARE is delighted 
to announce the launch of CURRENT at  
www.wearecurrent.co.uk. 

Gareth Russell, media consultant and 
CARE Trustee, described it is a web plat-
form. ‘Current aims to engage the next 
generation in the issues that matter 
most to them in the public space,’ he told 

At Current we believe that 
everyone has value.
That life is valuable.
From its natural birth to its 
natural death
We believe that human dignity 
issues are valuable.
Debate is valuable.
Politics is valuable.
Community is valuable.

That’s why we exist.
We are a forum for the 
compassionate.
A community for those eager 
to learn.
A hub of information that can 
make, shape,  
and form opinion.

We are built on a foundation 
of respect.
An attitude of love.
A desire to bring value to the 
debate.
And value to each individual.

We are Current

From the  
CURRENT Manifesto

Catalyst.  ‘It’s a forum for debate, a hub 
of information, and a challenge to get in-
volved. All those things and more!’

Mobilise a generation
The website will feature stories of peo-
ple who have been personally impacted 
by a particular issue, using all kinds of 
media to present different perspectives. 
Christine added, ‘Many young people are 
passionate about areas such as human 
trafficking, child online safety, abortion, 
and pornography. It’s all very exciting 
and new, especially the website design!’

Last word from Gareth, ’We’re thrilled 
that CARE supporters will have a chance 
to discover this project and pass the 
word on to others!’

www.wearecurrent.co.uk     /wearecurrentuk    @wearecurrentuk     instagram.com/we.are.current 
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NEW NETWORKS OF 
CONFIDENCE   
‘It’s a great opportunity,’ Matt be-

gan.  ‘To put it simply, the Cinnamon 
Network Faith Action Audit is a way of 
helping the Church to provide evidence 
of the impact and value of faith-based 
social action, which is often run by 
dedicated volunteers. A local church 
network appoints a “champion” who 
connects with faith-based activities in a 
defined local authority area.’

On the list might be a homework club, 
providing lunches for the elderly, street 
pastors - the scope is very wide.  Once 
the survey recipients have submitted 
their findings online, which takes just 
10 minutes, everything will be collated 
into a national report to be presented to 
the new government after the General 
Election.

‘Local authority grants from central gov-
ernment are being cut drastically’, Matt 
added.  ‘The impact on welfare services 
will be dramatic, with many being signif-
icantly reduced and others closed. This 
offers the Church an incredible opportu-
nity to help those people most at need.’

Information gathering
The Audit will provide much needed 
evidence for local authorities, the police 

and other welfare agencies about the 
impact and value of faith-based social 
action. The findings will create a new 
confidence in faith, lead to new con-
versations and opportunities to partner 
and collaborate. ‘That’s the primary aim,’ 
said Matt.

So in around 55 cities and towns in the 
UK much information is being gathered!

The model
Church networks in Chester and Stoke 
on Trent had already carried out simi-
lar faith action audits, so Cinnamon 
developed a ‘best practice’ approach to 
help more church networks.  The Cin-
namon team offers a great package of 
support – an online platform, project 

What’s the real state of play with welfare services? Thriving or collapsing?  
What difference do faith groups make to society? Catalyst talked to Matt 
Bird of the Cinnamon Network to find out.

1010



NEW NETWORKS OF 
CONFIDENCE   The Cinnamon Network Faith Audits are mapping activities undertaken by all 

faith groups, not just churches.  FaithAction, the network for equipping and 
mobilising faith based organisations in social action, is also a sponsor. Daniel Sin-
gleton, Executive Director said, ‘Local Authorities are very keen to see the results. 
In some cases they are assisting the local organisers to do this important piece of 
work’.  The Cinnamon Faith Action Audits are complementing the All Party Parlia-
mentary Group on Faith and Society’s Covenant, which encourages the participa-
tion of faith as a significant part of civil society and agent for positive change.

Bob Kimmerling, together with Roger Smith, formerly head of Public Affairs at 
CARE, run the Vineyard Life Church in Richmond.  He told Catalyst, ‘I’m very ex-
cited to be a sponsor of the Cinnamon Faith Action audit for the Borough, with 
about 90 participating churches. Recently I have experienced a growing sense 
of unity mission amongst churches, particularly with my own involvement in 
Street Pastors and a Trussell Trust Foodbank. This is about long-term transfor-
mation. God is definitely preparing ways for the church corporate to return to 
the heart of our communities.’ 

Cinnamon Network makes it as easy as possible for local churches to help those people most at need in communities.  
They provide a menu of brilliant church based community projects and easy to access micro-grants to help towards start 
up costs.  www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk

management and promotion. All this 
helps to ensure everything is completed 
on time.  And the local church network 
will receive 500 complimentary copies 
of their local report to distribute.

What next?
‘We are launching the Cinnamon Faith 
Action Audit on 20 May in London, gath-
ering everyone involved from across the 
country’, Matt said. ‘Archbishop Justin 
Welby will present the results. The re-
port will be given to the new Govern-
ment to provide evidence of the impact 

and value of what the faith groups are 
actually doing.’

The All Party Parliamentary Group on 
‘Faith and Society’ is one of the partners, 
as well as the Association of Chief Police 
Officers and the College of Policing. 

Following the national launch, regional 
events will bring together local net-
works with community stakeholders 
such as MPs, local councillors, the police 

and social workers. Matt summed up, 
‘The purpose of these events is to build 
the confidence of local churches and 
stakeholders alike, then work together 
to help those people most at need.’ 

Your church may not be taking part in 
the Audit, but you can register to partic-
ipate in one of the Cinnamon Network 
regional events by visiting the website: 
www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk
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Founder Jane Gould shares the background and vision of a remarkable 
charity. Clean Sheet equips the local church to support and help those in 
prison, about to leave, and on the path to employment.

Aged 32, ‘D’ had spent 14 years in and 
out of prison for endless offences 

and was desperate to change his life. I 
asked him what his dream was. His an-
swer:  ‘All I really want is to start again, 
with a clean sheet...’

This image resonated immediately. Isn’t 
this exactly what God has given each 
one of us? 

Finding the next ladder
Life is like Snakes and Ladders. We all fall 
down snakes from time to time - wheth-
er or not we wind up in prison. We need 
someone to help find the next ladder. 
Clean Sheet helps the ex-offender hope 
for a new beginning.

We believe that caring for prisoners’ 
welfare is at the heart of the gospel 
message. It’s a shocking fact that two-
thirds of all prisoners are unemployed 
during the four weeks before imprison-
ment - a major cause of reoffending. 

So in 2010, someone suggested going 

into prison to talk about job clubs and 
employment, and soon afterwards, we 
were helping another ex-offender with 
interview preparation. By the following 
year Clean Sheet was born.

Clean Sheet’s teams of church-based 
volunteers - partnership with churches 
is vital for success - have led a special 
work preparation programme in ten UK 
prisons.  They recognise achievement 
and work out ways of moving forward, 
including referral to a local Job Club. 

It’s tough enough being workless, but 
add the millstone of a criminal record, 
and finding employment gets even 
harder. We needed employers willing to 
consider ex-offenders, despite a crimi-
nal record. 

How it all works – from 
prison to employment.
There are three very carefully designed 
steps to help someone to make a new 
start and to find those all-important jobs.

Ways to Work
This programme is fast moving. It’s 
run in prisons by volunteers from ‘link’ 
churches, and offers prisoners help with 
money, cookery and life skills.

Job  Clubs 
On release, Clean Sheet helps with 
finding a Job Club - a group of people 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  
because he has anointed me to  
proclaim good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim  
freedom for the prisoners’  
Luke 4:18 (NIV)

Caring leadership: Jane Gould,  
founder of Clean Sheet
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‘G’ is a former heroin addict, 
a repeat offender for 12 
years. We met her in a 
Ways to Work session – 
longing to be free from the 
cycle of chaos. On release 
she was helped to find a 
place in a local Hope into 
Action house – and built 
relationships in the local 
church. The next step was 
finding work and a fulfilled 
life ‘on the out’.

meeting regularly, to help and support 
each other through the experience of 
finding work. Practical advice includes 
guidance on applications, how to pre-
pare, what to wear and interview tech-
nique. Once the Job Club ‘module’ is 
completed a member will have access 
to the all-important Employer Directory. 

Clean Sheet Employers Directory
This is a unique list of organisations, 

including many high street retail 
names, who will actively consider Clean 
Sheet members for vacancies. It means 
the ex-offender can be completely hon-
est about their past without it affecting 
a job application. If skills match the job 
requirements, there is a good chance of 
shortlist selection.  

This is where the Job Club help and sup-
port really kicks in - with confidence for 
the interview! 

The bottom line
We build fruitful relationships of trust 
between prisons, churches, ex-offend-
ers and employers, through the Church. 
Our volunteers need real patience and 
flexibility for this work and protective 
prayer support from their churches

An ex-offender who has a job is 30 to 50 
per cent less likely to reoffend. Through 
the local church we really can make a 
difference.

‘a turning point in my life. It showed me that obstacles can 
be stepping stones to the next open door. Since leaving 
prison I have grasped every opportunity.’

‘my first ray of hope that life could be different’.

‘showed me that 
despite my criminal 
record, there were 
people who could 
and would help me.’ 

For more information about the 
Programme, how your church can 
help and for more stories just go to 
www.cleansheet.org.uk   

 @CleanSheetUK
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We give heartfelt thanks to God that 
Lord Morrow’s ground-breaking 

Human Trafficking and Exploitation Bill 
is now law in Northern Ireland.  What a 
truly remarkable achievement!

Practical support
CARE was one of the very first Christian 
organisations to recognise the need for 
action in this political arena on human 
trafficking and sexual exploitation. As 
you will have seen from Lord Morrow’s 
conversation with Nola for Catalyst, 
CARE was privileged 
to have advised him 
from the outset and 
then assist in drafting 
the Bill.  But it could 
not have happened 
without the prayers 
and practical support 
of Christians in Northern Ireland and 
further afield.

This ‘gold standard’ law, which introduc-
es tougher penalties for traffickers, sup-
ports victims of trafficking, especially 
children, and criminalises paying for sex 
will, we hope, be a positive influence on 
trafficking legislation in our other UK 
Parliaments and Assemblies.  At West-
minster, Lord McColl’s efforts on behalf 
of trafficking victims have been a major 
factor in the Government introducing 
their Modern Slavery Bill, due to be-
come law soon. Again CARE has worked 
hard to support him to make sure this 
Bill is really effective.   

Protection and care 
Imagine being a teenager brought to the 
UK from abroad. You can’t speak English, 
you’re not sure what country you are 
in.  You are locked up, possibly sexually 
abused and only able to cope with the 
help of the Class A drugs you are given.  
Then, one day, by some miracle you are 
rescued.  The police raid the building, 
arrest the traffickers and take you some-
where safe. In the entire UK between 
2005 and 2010, something like this hap-
pened to 942 children trafficked from 

abroad.  Placed in local author-
ity care they were given health 
checks, counselling, education, 
legal advice and faced inter-
views with police and other 
authorities. 

But the really shocking fact is 
that many of these children were any-
thing but safe!  One third of those 942 
youngsters vanished - almost certainly 
tracked down and reclaimed by their 
abusers. These rescued victims need 
special support and our Public Policy 
team has worked incredibly hard for the 
British Government to be persuaded to 
follow Northern Ireland’s lead and pro-
vide Child Trafficking Guardians, who 
can represent them before the many au-
thorities concerned with their welfare.     

Please keep praying about human traf-
ficking and sexual exploitation, impor-
tant issues to consider as we approach 
Polling Day.  

CARE 53 Romney Street London SW1P 3RF  |  020 7233 0455  |  For enquires, comments and to join our regular mailing list: mail@care.org.uk 
To further CARE’s ministry: www.care.org.uk/giving  |  Charity number: 1066963 Scottish Charity: SC038911    

Please keep 
praying about the 
issue of human 
trafficking and 
sexual exploitation

Lyndon Bowring, Executive Chairman, CARE

GOLD 
STANDARDS    
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Celia Bowring, below, Prayer Diary writer for over 25 years, shares why she 
feels prayer is so important, out there in the Church and also at work.

Early days
In a dramatic Old Testament story, a 
vast army was marching against King 
Jehoshaphat of Judah.  He immediately 
ordered everyone to fast and in answer 
to his prayers  God promised to be with 
them; they need not fear, for the bat-
tle was not theirs but His.  Jehoshaphat 
placed the singers at the forefront of 
his troops and, as they 
worshipped, the attack-
ing hordes began to fight 
each other and were thus 
utterly defeated!  

CARE has always made 
prayer a priority; it is vital in every as-
pect of our work whether in public 
policy or equipping Christians in the 
local church.

The CARE Prayer Diary has been a well-
used resource for over thirty years. We 
love to provide information and inspi-
ration to help churches and individuals 
to bring requests and intercessions to 
God, about all the issues concerning 

PRIORITISE 
PRAYER!

us.  There are also prayer pages on our 
website. In addition, you will find a spe-
cial four-week diary on election topics. 
Just go to www.engage15.org.uk 

Staff prayers
An important part of our office life at 
Westminster is meeting each Monday 
and Friday to pray, both for the work 

we are about to do and 
the prayer diary topics. 
This time is much appre-
ciated and seen by all as 
a valuable framework to 
our working week. One 
staff member told me, ‘it’s 

a privilege to be able to meet with col-
leagues and pray together’.

We may not face marauding armies 
like Jehoshaphat, but in our secular-
ised society there are many seeking to 
attack Christian faith and values.  We 
hope CARE can continue to play a part 
in placing worshippers and interces-
sors in the front line and see how God 
answers us!

The CARE Prayer   
Diary can be read 
online at 
www.care.org.uk/prayer

From the earlierst 
days we have 
always made 
prayer a priority

To further CARE’s ministry: www.care.org.uk/giving
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C A T A L Y S T
n: a person or thing that causes  
an important change to take place

Stay informed  -  Stay in touch 
www.care.org.uk  |   @careorguk  &  @careprayerdiary   |     /careorguk   |   www.engage15.org.uk    @engage_15


