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Greetings from CARE!

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
In the early days of CARE I vividly remember an occasion when my mother accompanied my 
80-year-old grandmother to see her doctor in the Welsh town of Caerphilly, where our family 
lived. Back then, visiting the GP’s surgery was as much about exchanging news with friends 
and neighbours in the waiting room as consulting the doctor about an ailment! 

I had recently been appointed Executive Chairman of CARE and at that time we were at 
the forefront of a battle to prevent hundreds of ‘sex shops’ opening up all over the UK. My 
grandmother, who loved me dearly and prayed for me several times every day, knew I 
was the chairman of something or other, but was clearly confused. So when a neighbour 
asked, ‘How’s your grandson Lyndon doing in London?’ my grandmother, always keen to 
sing my praises, gave this immortal answer, ‘Oh! He’s doing wonderful! He’s chairman of 
all the pornography in London!’ You can imagine my poor mother’s embarrassment, but the 
neighbour seemed delighted at this news and replied, in true enthusiastic Welsh fashion, 
‘Well, there’s lovely!’ 

The truth is, my grandmother and her friends in the waiting room didn’t understand what 
pornography was, but I doubt whether there are many people who are unaware of it today. 
Someone has even come up with the phrase ‘the pornification of society’ – referring to 
an ever-increasing acceptance of overt sexual language, images and behaviour – often 
in the public eye. This is a very uncomfortable, but serious subject; in the UK millions of 

ELECTIONS

Finally, I am sure you are aware of the important series of 

elections to be held on Thursday 5 May: for the National 

Assembly for Wales, the Northern Ireland Assembly, the Scottish 

Parliament, the London Assembly, the Mayor of London and 

Mayors in 17 other areas, English local authorities and for Police 

and Crime Commissioners in England and Wales.

Our website www.engage16.org.uk has full details and provides 

a a range of resources to help Christians prepare and pray for 

these elections, which we hope you will find helpful.

Thank you so much for your encouragement and support of CARE’s work. Please continue 

to pray that God will direct us with His wisdom and provide for all our needs.
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adults, teenagers and even younger children, are freely accessing increasingly violent and 
abhorrent online material on their phones, tablets and computers. Research from both the US 
and Britain indicates that excessive use of pornography affects people physically, mentally, 

emotionally and is ruining relationships both outside and inside the Church.

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

Sexually explicit song lyrics and music and dance videos are readily available for children to 

watch on TV or online. Reg Bailey, Chief Executive of the Mothers’ Union, in an independent 

review, reported that nine out of ten UK parents said children were having to grow 

up too early. Forty per cent said they had seen shop 

window displays and advertising billboards that they felt 

were inappropriate for children, because of their sexual 

content. Boundaries between private lives and the public 

domain are being blurred – sexual intimacy and committed 

relationships are often replaced by something to be 

viewed and freely experienced by anyone. Jon Brown, 

from the NSPCC, maintains that, ‘for some older children, 

accessing hard-core pornography is warping their view 

of what is acceptable behaviour … those of primary school age, or even younger, may be 

copying sexual activity they have witnessed.’

From our earliest beginnings, CARE has addressed the problems pornography causes 

for individuals and society, especially children who are so vulnerable. In the late 1970s 

and 80s, we supported several initiatives in Parliament, working very closely with the

MPs involved:

 m Sir Cyril Townsend’s Protection of Children Act 1978, which made it an offence to  

  produce or distribute any indecent photograph of a child.

 m Tim Sainsbury’s Indecent Displays Act 1981, concerned with preventing the display  

  of ‘indecent’ material to the unsuspecting public.

 

 m The Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1982, allowing local   

  authorities to decide how many ‘sex shops’ they would license. Subsequently, in Soho,  

   where sixty shops had been operating unlawfully, just six were licensed and only   

  three of the eighty ‘sex cinemas’ were allowed to continue. Our lawyers were inspired  

  to prove that ‘zero’ is a real number; so they encouraged many local authorities not to  

  license any establishments at all!

 

 m Graham Bright’s Video Recordings Act 1984, which required videos for sale or hire  

   to carry a classification, similar to films in cinemas.

 m Meanwhile, hundreds of CARE supporters engaged with Picking up the Pieces –  

  our grassroots campaign encouraging local newsagents not to stock pornographic  

  magazines and other material.

Currently CARE is supporting Baroness Howe in her efforts to protect children by making 

effective filtering and age-verification compulsory on phones and other internet devices. Her 

Online Safety Bill has almost completed its passage through the House of Lords.

 OPENING EYES, FREEING LIVES

In 2005, CARE hosted the Searching for Intimacy Conference for those involved in pastoral 

care for people affected by pornography, particularly online. This came about after we had 

surveyed church leaders on the subject and discovered this was a serious problem within 

the Church. Eighty-six per cent of leaders said they had not found any resources to support 

those needing help. 

We have sometimes been a lone voice on this difficult issue, so over the last year it has 

been hugely encouraging to get to know Ian Henderson, who has been inspired to start up 

the Naked Truth Project. This is solely committed to ‘opening eyes and freeing lives from 

the damaging impact of pornography’, and has grown into an incredible movement of young 

men and women in their twenties and thirties, determined to speak out with honesty and 

compassion. The Naked Truth Project is so uniquely dedicated to this cause and, like CARE, 

believing that with Christ’s help it is totally possible to overcome addiction and find 

restoration and hope.

 

Ian sincerely believes: ‘God’s church has always stood up to seemingly immovable social 

problems, with a barrage of prayer, awareness-raising and practical work. Once again the 

Church is being called upon to stand up to this growing social menace.’

CARE is delighted to announce we will be co-hosting The P Word Conference with Naked 

Truth on Thursday 23 June 2016, at the Emmanuel Centre in Westminster, London. A flyer 

is enclosed about this special event for anyone in leadership within the Church – vicars, 

pastors, elders, group leaders, youth workers, marriage counsellors and others in pastoral 

ministry. We believe it will be a significant day. The 2pm starting time means many who live 

outside London can attend.

We are expecting hundreds of delegates who have a heart for men, women, children and 

young people struggling with a compulsion to access pornography and coping with the fall-

out in their lives. Leading experts – researchers, counsellors, pastors and Parliamentarians 

– will focus on practical and pastoral responses and we will also join together to pray and 

declare our commitment to addressing this problem.

Please consider coming yourself or passing this information to anyone who may be 

interested. Further details and tickets are available at: www.pwordconference.com.

This issue is not pleasant to think about and we need God’s help to have a right attitude – 

wanting His holy ways to prevail in people’s lives and society at large, and also reaching out 

with compassion and practical support in Christ’s name.
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