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‘…We who have fled to take hold of 
the hope offered to us may be greatly 
encouraged. We have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, firm and secure.’ 
Hebrews 6:18,19 (NIV)
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‘Will your anchor hold in the storms of life, 
When the clouds unfold their wings of strife? 
When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain, 
Will your anchor drift or firm remain?

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 
Steadfast and sure while the billows roll, 
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,    
Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love.

It is safely moored, ’twill the storm withstand,  
For ’tis well secured by the Saviour’s hand;  
And the cables passed from His heart to mine,  
Can defy the blast, through strength divine.’ 
Priscilla Jane Owens (1829-1907) 

This hymn was adopted by the Boys Brigade and its evocative message reflects the Hebrews 
verse. ‘…We who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. We 
have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.’ A ship without an anchor is in danger of 
drifting, going aground or being driven onto rocks. 

In earlier times anchors were just crude blocks of stone – not always very effective. When our 
faith and hope are firmly attached to God’s promises and power we can make our requests with 
confidence, our hearts filled with thanksgiving and our mouths with praise.



‘If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking. But 
when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is 
as unsettled as a wave of the sea.’ 

JAMES 1:5,6 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

Malaria can be successfully treated. A three-day course of anti-malarial pills for a baby costs as little as 25 pence. £3 can buy 
a protective mosquito bed net. 

MEDICAL CHALLENGES

JULY 26 - AUGUST 1
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Lord Jesus, so many people around the world are experiencing sickness and suffering, 
so we cry to You to give them healing and peace. Please equip and strengthen 
all those who provide medical and nursing care, sometimes in very difficult 
circumstances. Amen.

Please pray about the growing worldwide crisis of bacteria becoming resistant to 
antibiotics, which could mean illnesses and routine operations become high risk, even 
leading to premature death. 

Intercede for the one in ten children in the UK between the ages of one and 15 who have 
a mental health disorder. Pray that parents, teachers, friends and others who care for 
them will be able to give reassurance, practical help and medical support.

Lord, our Comforter, please grant compassion, wisdom and skill to doctors, nurses 
and others working in the field of palliative medicine, bringing effective pain relief 
and the best possible care to people with serious illnesses nearing the end of their 
lives. Amen.

Ask God to reveal successful strategies 
that will encourage healthy living for 
the two billion plus people who are 
overweight or obese. Pray especially for 
the UK, with the third highest rates in 
Europe, and where more than one-third 
of all children are affected.

Pray that the dreadful fatality rates from 
malaria – claiming one child’s life every 
minute in Africa – will continue to fall as 
effective preventative measures and treatments are made available. 

THANKSGIVING: that the deadly Ebola epidemic in West Africa, which killed over  
11,000 people, has now abated. Continue to pray for those responsible for controlling 
the disease and for health workers in villages and towns throughout the region. 



‘When the Truth-giving Spirit comes, He will guide you into the whole, full Truth. For He will not 
speak His own message on His own authority but whatever He hears from the Father. He will 
announce and declare to you the things that will happen in the future.’

FROM JOHN 16:13 (AMPLIFIED BIBLE)

‘Jesus Christ doesn’t just give us truths; He is the truth. Jesus Christ is the prophet to end all prophets. He gives us 
hard-copy words from God, truths on which we can build our lives, truths we have to submit to, truths we have to 
obey, and truths we have to build our lives on, but He Himself is the truth.’ (Timothy Keller)

COMMUNICATING TRUTH 

AUGUST 2-8

4

Holy Spirit of grace and truth, please enlighten our minds and hearts by Your Word. 
Grant us wisdom and boldness to share it clearly with others who need to hear the 
gospel, come to know the Father and grow into faithful disciples of Christ. Amen.

Intercede for those around the world appearing in courts today, especially defendants 
who are innocent of the charges brought against them. Pray for judges, lawyers, 
witnesses and jury members to be convinced of the truth of these cases and to ensure 
justice is done. 

Pray for journalists, editors, photographers and others in the news media, particularly 
those working in dangerous places. Ask God to help them to track down the truth  
with courage and integrity, as they present stories and reflect on people’s characters  
and opinions. 

Lord of the Church, please guide Your people into ‘the whole, full Truth’. Help us to 
be a prophetic and healing voice in every area of society, bringing hope and faith to 
individuals, families and the nations. Amen.

Ask God to grant discernment and understanding to those in the world of politics who 
are asked to make compromises in order to work with others and achieve the greater 
good. Pray that they will know when this is right, and when it is necessary to stand up 
courageously for what they believe. 

Remember doctors and other professionals who have to give patients and their families 
distressing news about a health condition and offer advice about possible treatments. 
Pray for strength and wisdom as they seek to explain, and ask God to impart His peace 
into such sensitive situations.

THANKSGIVING: for organisations that 
present the truth of Scripture through print, 
broadcast and internet media, for example: 
Bible Society, Biblica, Gideons, Scripture 
Union, SGM Lifewords, Walk through the Bible 
and websites like biblegateway.com and 
crosswalk.com.
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‘The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside 
quiet waters, He refreshes my soul.’ 

PSALMS 23:1,2 (NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

Britain is the eighth largest international tourism destination ranked by visitor numbers, and this generates 
around £130 billion annually. The UK has around 40,000 hotels and guest houses, 226,000 catering outlets and 
49,400 pubs. Tourism-related employment now accounts for 10 per cent of the entire UK workforce. 

HOLIDAYS

AUGUST 9-15 

5

Lord of the Sabbath, thank You for every opportunity we have to step away from our 
everyday responsibilities and rest. Please grant protection and peace to those who 
are not often able to do so because of family, work or other pressures. Amen. 

Remember the thousands of children and young 
people at Christian summer camps, festivals 
and holiday clubs, and their leaders. Pray for 
protection and blessing over every aspect of 
these events and activities, especially for rich 
spiritual fruit in many lives.

Pray for people who are unwell or elderly, who 
find the summer heat detrimental to their 
health, and may also need to cope while those 
who normally visit are on holiday. Ask God to 
strengthen and encourage them, especially in 
the lonely times. 

Father, please equip, lead and inspire Christians running community projects in 
the most deprived areas, as they come alongside people who are vulnerable to 
occurrences of lawlessness, abuse and other troubles. Amen.

Pray for everyone who will receive their A level results today and for those finding out 
about other examinations over the next few weeks. Ask God to give them wisdom and 
encouragement as they look ahead to the next step in their lives.

Pray for those working in hospitality, leisure and tourism - in hotels and guest houses, 
in restaurants and other food and drink outlets, and with culture, sport, travel and 
recreation services. 

THANKSGIVING: for the thousands of tourists who come to Britain. Pray that many  
will be touched by the Holy Spirit, especially as they visit cathedrals and churches and 
meet Christian believers.
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Every week in the UK ten babies die just before, during or soon after birth. ‘The question about why your baby died 
never really goes away. For some parents there’s a definite cause but for many there isn’t and it can be source of deep 
sadness and anxiety.’ (www.uk-sands.org)

COMFORTING BEREAVED PEOPLE 

AUGUST 16-22

6

SUN  
16

Lord Jesus, You wept at Lazarus’ tomb and comprehend the grief of losing someone 
we love. But we praise and worship You: ‘the Resurrection and the Life’, who gives 
us the wonderful hope that those who believe will meet again in Your heavenly 
kingdom. Amen.

Remember husbands and wives who have been widowed. Ask God to help them with 
practical issues, in coping with their deep and complex feelings and as they also try to 
comfort family and friends.

Please pray for the grieving families, friends and comrades of the 1,500 British men and 
women in the Armed Forces - servicemen and women who died in service between 2005 
and 2014. 

Father, we pray for healing and 
strength for those who have been 
recently bereaved or who are 
continuing to grieve over someone 
who died years ago. Please send 
people to support and comfort 
them, as they experience the various 
stages of bereavement. Amen.

Pray that ministers and others 
called upon to conduct funerals and 
memorial services will receive God’s 
compassion, sensitivity and courage 
as they discharge their responsibility. Remember too those employed by undertakers in 
their important roles. 

Ask God to give wisdom and discernment to counsellors and listeners as they support 
bereaved adults and children. Pray that those who need help will be able to afford and 
have access to the best person who can understand their situation. 

THANKSGIVING: for organisations like Stillborn and Neonatal Death Charity  
(SANDS), Saying Goodbye and Care for the Family that offer information and emotional 
and practical support to parents grieving for babies and children who have died. Pray for 
God’s comfort and peace.
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‘Jesus said, “God blesses those who are poor and realise their need for him, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is theirs. God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. God blesses those 
who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.”’ 

MATTHEW 5:3-5 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)



‘But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; and they shall walk and not faint.’ 

ISAIAH 40:31 (KING JAMES VERSION)

Olympic gold-medallist Usain Bolt - the fastest man on the planet - is a devout believer and makes absolutely no secret of 
the fact. After each victory, he publicly gives thanks to God, in word and physical supplication.

CHRISTIANS AND SPORT

AUGUST 23-29
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Father, thank You for the many Christian 
sportsmen and women, and those who train, 
coach, manage and care for thousands of 
professional team players and athletes in the UK 
and beyond. Please help them to be faithful and 
true, bringing many to faith in You. Amen.

Give thanks for the many opportunities local 
churches and Christian organisations provide for 
children and young people to enjoy and compete 
in sport. Pray that through these activities they 
would learn and grow in God’s ways. 

Remember the work of Ambassadors’ Football in the UK and through 25 similar charities 
worldwide, delivering ‘football faith future’ programmes that transform lives and support 
Christian churches, leaders, coaches and players. (www.gb.ambassadorsfootball.org)

Lord, we pray for Christian initiatives during international sporting events over  
the next months, especially the Rugby World Cup in the UK. Pray that many churches 
will effectively engage in evangelism, hospitality and pastoral care. Amen.  
(www.engage2015.co.uk)

Give thanks for the preparations for the 2016 Rio Olympics and Paralympics, particularly 
for exciting plans to share the gospel there through word and deed. Ask God to 
strengthen and encourage Christian participants to stand for His grace and truth. 

Pray for Sports Chaplaincy UK which supports and equips 300 chaplains to provide 
spiritual and pastoral care to professional and amateur sportsmen and women in 
football, horseracing, rugby, cricket, athletics and many other sports.  
(www.sportschaplaincy.org.uk)

THANKSGIVING: that in over 150 countries, including many where it is illegal to 
share the gospel, Christians in Sport and others are reaching and inspiring teams and 
individuals through evangelism and discipleship training. (www.christiansinsport.org.uk)
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‘Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future.’  

PROVERBS 19:20 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)

Over 1.3 million people work in state-funded schools in England, the equivalent to 922,000 full-time staff 
members. This includes heads and others in school leadership roles, classroom teachers, teaching assistants 
and non-classroom based school support staff.

NEW SCHOOL YEAR

AUGUST 30 – SEPTEMBER 5
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BACK TO SCHOOL WITH GOD SUNDAY 
Heavenly Father, may today be significant as local churches commission and pray for 
children, young people and staff at the start of a new school year. Please help them 
each realise that You will be with them each day as they return to school. Amen.  
(www.prayforschools.org)

Please remember everyone who will be starting at a new nursery, school, college 
or other place of learning this term. Pray they will find good friends, settle into their 
employment, studies and other activities, and receive the advice and wisdom they need. 

Pray for head teachers and other staff seeking 
to maintain high standards of behaviour among 
pupils. Ask God to help them be wise, patient 
and understanding, especially towards young 
people with special needs or other difficulties 
that may cause them to be disruptive. 

Lord, we lift to You Angela Constance MSP, Huw 
Lewis AM, Nicky Morgan MP and John O’Dowd 
MLA as they carry out their responsibilities for 
education in Scotland, Wales, England, and 
Northern Ireland. Amen.

Remember the head teachers and governors or board members responsible for each 
school’s finances, as they take difficult budgetary decisions which may result in losing 
staff, postponing building projects and making cuts in other areas. 

Pray about the discussions around schools’ responsibility ‘to promote pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development’. Ask God to grant Christian teachers and 
in other roles in education clarity and wisdom as they contribute to the debate. 

THANKSGIVING: for every opportunity for Christians to contribute to the life of local 
schools: leading assemblies and lessons, mentoring and counselling, practical support, 
serving as governors, praying and facilitating Christian groups and special events. 
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‘The instructions of the LORD are perfect, reviving the soul. 
The decrees of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple... 
The commands of the LORD are clear, giving insight for living... 
Reverence for the LORD is pure, lasting forever.’

PSALMS 19:7-9 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

A robot is a machine controlled by a computer used to perform jobs automatically and autonomously. Nanotechnology 
refers to engineering on an extremely small scale – a nanometer is one billionth of a metre! - and is leading to many 
astonishing discoveries and uses in areas such as medicine, healthcare, manufacturing, fuels, food and sports equipment.

ROBOTS AND NANOTECHNOLOGY

SEPTEMBER 6-12
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God of infinite wisdom and power, please equip scientists and technicians to 
anticipate the complex challenges ahead, as computer and biotechnology advances 
increasingly control and shape our lives. Help them to harness Your creation in ways 
that honour You. Amen.

Pray that as robots play increasing roles in industry – eg, lifting, stacking, packaging, 
transportation, inspecting and testing products - that there will be new jobs available for 
those whose work and skills are being replaced by machines.  

Remember Jo Johnson MP, Minister for Universities and Science - responsible for 
innovation and research - and his counterparts in other countries. Ask God to guide 
them as they authorise and fund research and production of new technologies that will 
potentially be of great benefit to all. 

Lord, we pray for those discovering how nanotechnology could improve farming, 
generate and store energy, purify water, control pests and equip health workers in 
the poorest parts of our world. Grant them clear understanding and wisdom. Amen.

Intercede that effective, safe and financially 
viable ways will be found to produce, store 
and distribute power from the sun and other 
energy sources, using nanotechnology, 
especially in areas like sub-Saharan Africa. 
Pray for a spirit of integrity and cooperation 
between all who are involved. 

Pray about the ethical, social and public 
policy implications of advances in these new 
technologies; that scientists and politicians will be discerning and careful only to allow 
research and development that is safe for human health and the environment.

THANKSGIVING: for ways in which robots can be used to help to care for frail, elderly 
people and those with disabilities. Pray that this trend will not depersonalise but be a 
real benefit that enhances their daily lives, freeing up carers’ time to listen and share.
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‘He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.’
ISAIAH 40:11 (KING JAMES VERSION)  

‘Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.’ 
1 PETER 5:7 (NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)  

There are over six million carers in Britain - this could increase to nine million by 2037. Many look after a relative at 
home, others take responsibility for someone living miles away or support relatives in residential or nursing care. 
Over half of all carers experience significant financial and health problems, and many feel isolated and anxious.

CARING FOR THE CARERS 

SEPTEMBER 13-19
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NATIONAL DEMENTIA CARERS’ DAY
Loving Father, we bring to You everyone who is caring 
for a loved one living with some form of dementia. 
You understand the challenges and sadness involved 
in each situation, so please give the comfort, wisdom, 
patience and strength that is needed day by day. Amen. 
(www.nationaldementiacarersday.org.uk)

Remember the vital work of Age UK, Carers Christian 
Fellowship, Carers UK, Carers’ Trust, Contact a Family – for disabled children, Counsel and 
Care – for older people, and the many regional and local groups that support carers. 

Intercede for Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt MP to be granted outstanding wisdom and 
insight, especially regarding the future of the NHS. Also pray for Alistair Burt MP - Minister 
for Health; that his Christian faith will help him in his challenging role. 

Lord of all compassion, please strengthen and encourage foster carers and others 
looking after disadvantaged children and young people. Help them to provide loving 
security and show them ways to bring healing and peace to deal with emotional 
instability, mental health issues and other problems. Amen. 

Remember parents and guardians of children with significant physical and learning 
disabilities. Ask God to give them the determination to stay strong in the months and 
years ahead, and comfort them as they come to terms with the reality of their situation. 

Pray that sympathetic, effective support will be available for those employed, or 
volunteering - as carers, health and social workers, doctors, police, counsellors, listeners 
and therapists, working with people in great need and distressing circumstances. 

THANKSGIVING: for Christian organisations such as Care for the Family that offer 
support to families, especially those caring for children and others with special needs and 
other challenges. Pray that their seminars and other resources will be a help to more and 
more people.
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‘At a time when the world is beset by conflict and crisis ... day in and day out, the international shipping industry 
works quietly and efficiently to keep the wheels of global trade in motion and ensure the timely delivery of goods 
and commodities ... On World Maritime Day, let us recall this often unheralded but always vital contribution to 
peoples and communities all over the world.’ (UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon)

‘O LORD, what a variety of things you have made! ... Here is the ocean, vast and wide, teeming with 
life of every kind, both large and small. See the ships sailing along, and Leviathan, which you made 
to play in the sea. They all depend on you to give them food as they need it.’ 

PSALMS 104:24-27 (NLT)

OCEAN LIFE 

SEPTEMBER 20-26
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Creator God, we marvel at the magnificent power and beauty of the oceans that 
surround our continents and islands and take up almost three quarters of the surface 
of the earth. Please encourage all who work to preserve and protect them. Amen.

Pray for solutions to be found to reverse the widespread damage from pollution and 
climate change threatening coral reefs, which are amongst the planet’s most diverse 
ecosystems, housing tens of thousands of marine species. 

Pray about the impact of pollution - especially plastics 
- on our oceans and other waterways. Ask God to help 
oceanographers and scientists to find ways to protect 
seabirds and marine life that are eating these toxic 
materials and dying from choking, intestinal blockage 
and starvation.

Father God, thank You for the amazing lifesaving 
work of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution and for 
all who donate money and time to support it. We ask 
that many more people will be rescued by them and 
by similar organisations throughout the world. Amen.

WORLD MARITIME DAY
Pray for the International Maritime Organisation which has 171 member states, and 
promotes the safety and welfare of the hundreds of thousands who work on ships sailing 
throughout the world. (www.imo.org) 

Intercede for the thousands of desperate refugees who pay smugglers for places on 
dangerously overcrowded and unseaworthy boats in the Mediterranean and also in the 
Far East. Pray for those seeking to rescue them from drowning and also to help them 
rebuild their lives.

THANKSGIVING: for the gospel and pastoral ministries of the International Christian 
Maritime Association. This body brings together 28 Christian organisations working 
for the welfare of the 1.2 million people involved in merchant shipping, fishing and on 
passenger ships. (www.icma.as)
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‘I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory 
to be revealed: be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them ... 
eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.’ 

1 PETER 5:1-3 (NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

There are 11 million people aged 65 or over in the UK.  
An estimated 14 million people are grandparents, 1.5 million of whom are under 50.  
Nearly one in five people currently in the UK will live to see their 100th birthday.  
Two thirds of NHS users are aged 65 and over but they receive only two-fifths of total expenditure. 

SEPTEMBER 27 – OCTOBER 3
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THIRD AGE LIVING

Third Age is about looking forward to a new phase of life which compares with the idea of 
retirement – a withdrawing from career, paid employment and set working hours.

Father, please strengthen and encourage the army of older people in the Church to 
grow in wisdom, deepen their prayer lives, mentor others and share Your Word. May 
those in leadership roles especially demonstrate Christ’s love. Amen. 

Ask God to bless Anna Chaplaincy, a ministry through and for older people in local 
communities, listening, befriending and supporting those in need. Pray for many mature 
Christians to take on this invaluable role. (www.thegiftofyears.org.uk )

Pray for older Christians who are leading fulfilling lives to be alert and responsive when 
the Holy Spirit prompts them to share their faith with people they meet at work, when 
volunteering in their neighbourhood and in leisure activities.

Lord, please build the faith, love and perseverance 
of everyone who is involved in leading Senior 
Alpha, Christianity Explored and other targeted 
evangelism and discipleship courses reaching out 
to older people throughout the world, and cause 
them to be fruitful. Amen. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR OLDER PERSONS
Pray that today’s events will raise greater awareness 
about the contributions older persons make and 
focus on the wide range of serious issues that affect the lives of so many.  
(www.olderpeoplesday.co.uk)

Pray for grandparents to clearly recognise how they can support their children and 
grandchildren most effectively and feel able to contribute something unique to their 
families. Remember those who are separated from grandchildren, for whatever reason.

THANKSGIVING: for older Christian people able to continue in their paid work, 
volunteer, learn new skills and pass on the benefits of maturity and experience to others. 
Pray that CARE’s new Care for the Future initiative will stimulate effective gospel and 
other ministry with this age group. (www.care.org.uk/thirdage)
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Blindness takes away so much more than vision. It can impede your ability to gain an education. It can prevent you from 
finding employment. It can lead you and your family into a life of poverty. 285 million people worldwide are visually 
impaired, but 80 per cent of these cases could be prevented or cured. 

‘A vast crowd brought to him people who were lame, blind, crippled, those who couldn’t speak, 
and many others. They laid them before Jesus, and he healed them all.’ 

MATTHEW 15:30 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

HEALTHCARE 

OCTOBER 4-10

13

SUN  
4

Heavenly Father, from whom all life flows, please inspire and equip Christians who 
are employed in the NHS to be channels of Your healing and wholeness to patients, 
colleagues and other people they meet. Amen. 

Remember vulnerable patients who suffer neglect and cruelty by the hands of those 
who should care for them. Pray for such cases to come to light - that those responsible 
will be dealt with justly, and those who have suffered somehow recompensed.

Ask God to strengthen and help the approximately 25,000 midwives and 3,000 student 
midwives in Britain caring for women and their babies during pregnancy and childbirth. 
Pray that there will be enough provision for this vital healthcare service. 

Lord, we pray for the many Accident and Emergency departments struggling because 
of overcrowding and staff shortages. Please comfort the sick and injured and help 
doctors, nurses and other staff to be conscientious, compassionate and calm. Amen.

WORLD SIGHT DAY 
Pray for the success of organisations, projects 
and researchers seeking to prevent and cure 
blindness - especially in the developing world. 
Give thanks for everyone who is dedicated  
to helping children and adults who are  
visually impaired. 

THANKSGIVING: for doctors, nurses, allied 
health professionals and other staff who support 
those nearing the end of their lives. Pray that 
tomorrow’s WORLD HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE 
CARE DAY will result in more people receiving 
the care they need.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY – theme: ‘Dignity’
Pray about the management and care of vulnerable people with mental health 
conditions, that they would be treated with respect, consideration for their needs, 
kindness and patience.
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‘If you help the poor, you are lending to the Lord and he will repay you!’ 

PROVERBS 19:17 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

In 2000, 147 countries adopted the United Nations eight MDGs: 1 Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger  2 Achieve universal 
primary education  3 Promote gender equality  4 Reduce child mortality  5 Improve maternal health  6 Combat HIV/AIDS, 
malaria, and other diseases  7 Ensure environmental sustainability  8 Develop a global partnership for development. 

OCTOBER 11-17
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RELIEVING POVERTY

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL CHILD: 
Father, You created us equally, male and female, in Your image, yet all over the 
world girls and women face discrimination, oppression, lack of education and other 
disadvantages. May this day cause people to recognise and speak out about these 
real injustices. Amen.

Remember those working within the Department for International Development 
which leads the UK’s work to end extreme poverty. Pray for International Development 
Secretary Justine Greening, and that funding will be used honestly and wisely.

Pray that people will continue to give generously to the Disasters Emergency 
Committee. This brings together 13 leading UK aid agencies to raise money and take 
action at times of humanitarian crisis to save lives and rebuild shattered communities. 

Lord of all compassion, we pray for every Christian organisation dedicated to 
demonstrating Your grace through supporting people in need, helping with debt, 
homelessness, unemployment, ill health and many other situations. Amen.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF RURAL WOMEN 
Please remember the millions of women and girls who work long hours collecting water 
and firewood, caring for livestock and cultivating crops, looking after their families and 
much more, yet have few rights and earn very little. 

WORLD FOOD DAY
Intercede for the 37 countries identified as places 
suffering food shortages due to drought, floods, 
conflict, disease, an influx of refugees and poor crop 
production. Pray for improved farming methods, 
more efficient distribution of food and successful 
community projects in these areas. 

THANKSGIVING: INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE 
ERADICATION OF POVERTY
Give thanks for the progress of the 2000 Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) in some countries. 
Pray that plans for post-2015 will succeed in further 
reducing world poverty. 
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For years German Christians had prayed weekly in Leipzig’s St Nicholas Church for peace and freedom from Communism. 
But on October 9, 1989, 70,000 suddenly showed up for a prayer meeting that became a march. It was the beginning of the 
end of East Germany. ‘The soldiers were ready for everything, but not that people would come with candles and prayers.’

‘He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?’ 

MICAH 6:8 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)

JUSTICE AND FREEDOM 

OCTOBER 18-24

15

ANTI-SLAVERY DAY 
Father God, we lift to You the 21 million adult and child victims of today’s cruel slave 
trade. Thank You for all who are working to rescue and help them; please grant them 
success in seeking justice, freedom and restoration for these people. Amen.

Remember Christians who are employed, and those volunteering in prisons. Ask God 
to bless the provision of education, restorative justice programmes, work experience, 
counselling, evangelism, discipleship and support to escape addictions and other 
negative influences in their lives. 

Remember Justice Secretary Michael Gove MP and his team, especially Andrew Selous 
MP, the Minister responsible for prisons, probation, rehabilitation, youth justice and 
sentencing – who is a committed Christian. Pray for a spirit of wisdom and compassion 
to direct and inspire them for this work. 

Prince of Peace, please help people throughout the world who are persecuted for 
their faith and those who have been attacked and driven from their homes, unjustly 
imprisoned, trafficked, kidnapped and exploited. May many find salvation, hope and 
comfort in You. Amen. 

Give thanks for the outstanding successes of the passing of The Modern Slavery Act in 
Westminster, Lord Morrow’s Human Trafficking and Exploitation Act in Northern Ireland 
and the Scottish Parliament’s progress with similar legislation there. 

Pray for all who are employed within our 
criminal justice system: police, prison and 
probation officers, lawyers, judges, chaplains, 
education and health workers and other 
support staff. 

THANKSGIVING: that God acts when His 
people humbly pray and demonstrate His 
justice, love and mercy even in the face of 
oppression and fear. Pray for Christians living 
under tyranny of every kind today to keep 
the faith and trust Him.
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Leadership Programme

Politics, social action and cultural change

For more information and how to apply online  
please visit www.care.org.uk/leadershipprogramme

The Leadership Programme exists to equip young Christians with integrity and excellence  
at the beginning of their working lives, fostering people of influence whose work will 
benefit our society.

‘The opportunity to meet other people from a wide range of political views and to discuss, debate and 
work out how our faith plays out in the public square has been incredibly valuable.’ 2011/12 GRADUATE

Deadline for Applications for the  
2016-17 Programme is 17 November!
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