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‘Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your 
faithfulness to the skies. Your righteousness  
is like the highest mountains, your justice  
like the great deep.’
PSALMS 36:5-6 (NIV)
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Cover picture: Loch Lomond in the west of Scotland and the mountains around it.

Mountains account for one-fi fth of the earth’s land surface. Approximately 600 million people live 
in mountain areas and more than three billion rely on mountains to provide fresh water to drink, 
grow food, generate hydropower and sustain industries. Mountains are sometimes referred to as 
the world’s water towers because most of our fresh water originates from them.  The sources of all 
major rivers spring from mountains.  

In addition there are about ten thousand sea mounts under the surface of every ocean, some 
rising to 4,000 metres.  They host an abundance of marine life of all kinds and are a vital source of 
food for people of many nations.

‘Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies.Your righteousness is 
like the highest mountains, your justice like the great deep. How priceless is your unfailing 
love, O God! People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.’  PSALMS 36:5-7 (NIV)

Celia Bowring



‘For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being.’  

EPHESIANS 3:14-16 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)

In the UK there are 26.7 million households – 28 per cent contain one person, including 3.5 million people aged 65+. There 
are 18.6 million families – 12.5 million headed by a married couple, but cohabiting couple families are the fastest growing 
type of family. Of the 2 million lone parents with dependent children, nine tenths of them are mothers on their own. There 
are 4,000 children waiting for adoption, and 8,600 foster families are desperately needed.

FAMILY MaTTERS

OCTOBER 25-31
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Heavenly Father, thank You that we are members of Your worldwide Family. We pray 
for the Church to grow in unity, as we seek to declare Christian truth and demonstrate 
Your compassion in our lives. Amen.  

Remember Marriage Foundation, as it 
promotes the positive advantages of 
marriage for individuals, families and 
society as a whole. Also ask God to 
encourage and provide for the many 
Christian ministries that support couples’ 
marriage relationships, through special 
events, courses and personal help. 
(www.marriagefoundation.org.uk)

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER ABOUT ABORTION
Today is the 48th anniversary of the passing of the Abortion Act.  Please remember 
before God the millions of lives that have been lost, and how abortion has caused 
suff ering to so many women and families.  Pray for their healing and for a change of 
heart over this highly sensitive issue in our culture.

God of the helpless, we cry to You on behalf of refugee families that have been 
mercilessly driven from their homelands by extremist regimes. Please grant 
compassionate wisdom to all who are involved in their resettlement and care. Amen.  

Pray for families, especially any known to you, that are going through a tough time 
because of health, fi nancial, accommodation or relationship problems. Ask God to grant 
them courage, healing, provision, comfort, peace and hope as they face the future.

Intercede for the tens of millions of children worldwide who have lost one or both 
parents, who live in institutions, are destitute, on the streets, traffi  cked or exploited. Pray 
that God, who knows each individual, will bring loving help into their lives.

THANKSGIVING: for those who reach out beyond their own families by praying, giving 
and practical involvement: through adoption, fostering, hospitality, child sponsorship, 
volunteering, youth activities and showing neighbourly concern to others.   



‘Others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free. They placed their hope 
in a better life after the resurrection. Some were jeered at ... and others were ... destitute and 
oppressed and mistreated. They were too good for this world.’  

HEBREWS 11:35-38 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

Christians are the most persecuted religious group worldwide; as many as 180 Christians are killed each month for 
their faith. In 41 of the 50 worst nations for persecution, Christians are being persecuted by Islamic extremists. 

PERSECUTED CHRISTIanS

NOVEMBER 1-7 
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Loving Lord Jesus, we intercede for our brothers and sisters all over the world who 
suff er because of their love for You. Reveal to them the reality of Your promised 
presence and help them to be courageous in the face of harassment, injustice, 
imprisonment, torture and even death. Amen.

Remember the many Christian believers who are among the over 130,000 refugees 
fl eeing violence and oppression in countries such as Syria, Afghanistan, Eritrea, Somalia, 
Nigeria, Iraq and Sudan. Pray that those in authority will implement compassionate 
solutions to this terrible situation.

Intercede for the thousands incarcerated in prison camps in North Korea, which is the 
world’s most dangerous country for Christian believers. Praise God that the church there 
is not only surviving, but growing, despite the danger of arrest, disappearance, torture, 
or public execution. 

Father, we lift to You every organisation engaged in highlighting the plight of 
persecuted Christians, working for their freedom and giving practical aid.  Thank You 
for everyone involved in this ministry of justice and mercy. Amen.

Remember the work of Baroness Berridge, a Christian peer who chairs the All Party 
Parliamentary Group for International Freedom of Religion or Belief, which upholds the 
human rights of those facing hostility because of their faith. 

THANKSGIVING: for growing evidence of unprecedented 
numbers of people turning to Christ from Islam within 
majority Muslim countries in Africa, the Middle East and 
across Asia. Pray for these often secret believers to grow in 
their faith and receive wisdom from God.

Pray that many churches will mark the International Days 
of Prayer for the Persecuted Church on 1 and 8 November, 
with fervent intercessions for the 200 million Christians in 
60 countries who are denied fundamental human rights, 
solely because of their faith.
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‘We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted 
by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.’  

1 THESSALONIANS 1:3 (NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

‘Any good therefore that I can do, or any kindness or abilities that I can show to any fellow creature, let me do it 
now.  Let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.’  (William Penn, 17th century Quaker, who 
promoted ideas of democracy and religious freedom)

SERVICE FOR OTHERS

NOVEMBER 8-14 
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  
Loving Father, today as we remember those who died in the service of their country 
during two world wars and every confl ict since, please comfort all who mourn. Grant 
healing and peace to those who have been wounded in mind and body. Amen. 

Ask God to continue to prosper the thousands of churches working together to bring 
support and hope to vulnerable people in their communities. Pray for new projects 
starting up, especially as a result of the work of the Cinnamon Network. 
(www.cinnamonnetwork.co.uk)

Give thanks for those who bear the considerable responsibility of acting as trustees for 
charities throughout the UK. Pray that these individuals on 200,000 boards, including many 
churches and Christian organisations, will continue to act with faith, wisdom and integrity.   

Lord, please strengthen and encourage the 6.5 
million people in Britain who voluntarily care at 
home for those who are disabled, ill, frail or elderly. 
Please draw near to them, and to others who 
support vulnerable children and adults. Amen.

Pray that many more would join the 15 million people 
in the UK who volunteer once a month or more: in 
charity shops, education and vocational projects, 
mentoring, environmental schemes, helping refugees 
and others in need and many other areas.

THANKSGIVING: for the generosity of those who give to the BBC Children in Need 
Appeal each November, which over the years has raised over £740 million. Pray 
for continuing success for all such fundraising initiatives and for wisdom to those 
responsible for distributing this money.

Pray for PRISONS WEEK – ‘A New and Living Way’ from 15 to 21 November, that many 
will take time to intercede for the spiritual, health, social, educational and practical needs 
of the UK’s 86,000 prisoners and the staff  responsible for them. (www.prisonsweek.org)
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‘There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats its children.’  (Nelson Mandela, 
Former President of South Africa)

CHILDREN’S WELFaRE

NOVEMBER 15-21 
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NOVEMBER 16-20 IS ANTI BULLYING WEEK

Father of all compassion, please watch over children and young people who are 
habitually self-harming, using drugs and other substances or suff ering other mental 
and emotional health issues.  May they be set free to experience Your healing and 
peace. Amen.  

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF TOLERANCE 
Pray that Christians will be fi lled with grace to demonstrate genuine tolerance and 
respect towards others, whilst standing up faithfully for important biblical truths. 
Especially remember those involved in education and the care of children.

Intercede for children and young people who are being bullied, that they will be able to 
speak up and receive the support they need. Also pray for those who bully others to fi nd 
healing and peace themselves, and be helped to change their wrong behaviour.

PRAY DAY FOR SCHOOLS 
Dear Lord, we join today with students, staff , families and friends across Europe to ask  
Your blessing on their schools. May Your peace, wisdom and love to be increasingly 
evident in our learning communities. Amen. (www.prayforschools.org) 

Pray that social workers and others involved with vulnerable children will make wise 
judgements in suspected cases of neglect, abuse and social deprivation. Ask God to 
sustain them as they cope with excessive caseloads and heart-breaking situations. 

UNIVERSAL CHILDREN’S DAY  
Remember all who campaign and work to protect children 
throughout the world from many kinds of harm and danger. 
Pray they will survive and thrive, learn and grow, have their 
voices heard and reach their full potential.

THANKSGIVING: for every child who has been rescued 
from extreme poverty, abuse and other misfortunes 
through the love and care of Christian churches, missions 
and other organisations. Pray they will know God’s healing 
and hope for the future.  
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‘You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment 
was laid out before a single day had passed. How precious are your thoughts about me, O God 
... they outnumber the grains of sand! And when I wake up, you are still with me!  

PSALMS 139:16-18 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)



‘Pray especially for rulers and their governments to rule well so we can be quietly about our business 
of living simply, in humble contemplation. This is the way our Saviour God wants us to live.’  

1 TIMOTHY 2:1 (THE MESSAGE)

In Britain a total of 947 elected Members sit in the Northern Ireland Legislative Assembly, the Scottish Parliament, the 
National Welsh Assembly and at Westminster.  In addition there are 760 members of the House of Lords. (2015)

UK PARLIAMENTS anD ASSEMBLIES

NOVEMBER 22-28
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God of righteousness and truth, grant to our Queen and all in positions of 
responsibility, the guidance of Your Holy Spirit.  May they never lead the nation 
wrongly, through love of power, desire to please or unworthy ideals, but laying 
aside all private interests and prejudices, keep in mind their responsibility to seek to 
improve the condition of all mankind. Amen. (A prayer read before each sitting of the 
House of Commons)

Please intercede for those in positions of leadership in the Northern Ireland Executive to 
reach wise workable solutions to the disagreements and diffi  culties currently facing the 
Assembly, so that devolved government there can continue successfully.    

Give thanks for the successful passing of laws 
in Northern Ireland, Westminster and shortly 
Scotland to combat human traffi  cking and 
exploitation. Pray that this legislation will lead 
to many prosecutions of perpetrators and 
protection and care for victims.

Lord, please grant Your wisdom day by day 
to the leaders of Assemblies and Parliaments 
throughout the United Kingdom.  May each 
of these Ministers turn to You to help them to 
deal with the problems that face them . Amen.

Please remember people who facilitate the work of government: administrative staff , 
researchers, advisors, chaplains, interns, those in security, operations and catering 
services, and many other vital areas.

THANKSGIVING: for Christians in our Parliaments and Assemblies who seek to serve 
God by faithfully representing their constituents, speaking out on issues of justice, 
compassion and truth, and supporting colleagues through encouragement and prayer.

Pray about the elections taking place in May 2016: in Scotland, Wales and potentially 
Northern Ireland, in London, other cities and English local councils. Ask God to raise up 
candidates of integrity and exceptional ability and to guide voters in their choices.  
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‘My fl esh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.’

PSALMS 73:26 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION)

‘“My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, 
so that the power of Christ can work through me.’ 2 Corinthians 12:9 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

STRENGTH FOR THE WEAK

NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 5 
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BEGINNING OF ADVENT
Lord Jesus, as we prepare for Your coming – as a baby born in Bethlehem and also our 
triumphant returning King – we long to see You more clearly and know Your wisdom. 
Strengthen us to love and serve You more. Amen.

Remember those who suff er with Chronic 
Fatigue Syndrome, or ME, which causes 
persistent fatigue and other symptoms 
severely aff ecting everyday life. Pray for greater 
understanding about this condition that 
will result in more accurate diagnoses and 
increasingly successful treatments.    

WORLD AIDS DAY  
Today we remember the 78 million people who 
have been infected with the HIV virus – almost 40 million dying as a result. Give thanks 
for the progress in defeating this epidemic and pray that ongoing research, treatment 
and care will touch many lives.   

Lord, we intercede for individuals who are seriously ill and fi ghting to regain 
their health. Please pour Your healing power into their bodies and grant wisdom, 
determination and skill to the medical professionals caring for them. Amen.  

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DISABLED PERSONS    
Pray that today will raise awareness of how people with disabilities deserve to be 
included and more empowered to play their full part in society – having access to work, 
transport, leisure and other activities.

THANKSGIVING: for churches, organisations and projects working in developing 
countries to help those who are powerless and impoverished: that they may believe 
that they have a future and a hope. Pray for God’s provision and blessing, particularly on 
those initiatives you know and support.   

Pray for people who are in the grip of addictions to drugs, alcohol, gambling and 
pornography. Ask God to help them to comprehend the underlying reasons, to turn 
away from temptation and receive the support they need to be free. 
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‘Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, You are God.’  

PSALMS 90:1,2 (NEW KING JAMES VERSION)

Mountains account for a fi fth of the earth’s land surface and also occur under oceans. Most of our fresh water originates from 
them, and every major river is fed from mountain sources. Approximately 600 million people live in mountain areas and over 
three billion rely on mountains to provide fresh water, grow food, generate hydropower and sustain industries. 

MOUNTAINS 

DECEMBER 6-12
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Almighty God, we marvel at Your awesome creation: the grandeur and wild beauty 
of mountains. Thank You that so many people experience a heightened awareness of 
Your unchanging truth and character as they look to the hills. Amen.

Remember isolated communities situated in places vulnerable to fl ooding or powerful 
avalanches, and near volcanoes that could erupt at any time.  Pray for these people to 
have enough warning to move to safety when necessary.

Pray that the hundreds of hill walkers, rock climbers, skiers and trekkers who love 
to explore mountainous areas, will ensure they are properly trained, equipped and 
prepared, especially in winter when conditions can quickly become hazardous. 

Lord, thank You for the many independent 
UK mountain and cave rescue charities – 
manned chiefl y by volunteers. Please watch 
over these courageous men and women as 
they respond to calls for help from stranded 
and injured climbers, frequently risking 
their own safety. Amen.

Pray about schemes throughout the world to 
produce hydro-electric power by harnessing 
the fl ow of water in mountainous areas. Pray 
these would be planned and accomplished 
responsibly, to preserve and protect the environment and benefi t those living there.  

INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN DAY:  Promoting Mountain Products
Pray that mountain dwellers who produce coff ee, cocoa, honey, herbs, spices and local 
handicrafts, as well as those providing tourism services, will be increasingly successful in 
these businesses and provide for the needs of their communities.   

THANKSGIVING: for the abundance of resources that are in mountains: the amazing 
biodiversity of plant and animal life and all the life-giving benefi ts these areas provide 
as sources of water, food, power, mineral deposits and other rich assets.
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‘Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine ... Some of you will 
rebuild the deserted ruins of your cities. Then you will be known as a rebuilder of walls and 
a restorer of homes.’ 

ISAIAH 58:10-12 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

Total UK Local Government spending this year is £172 billion. Almost 2 million people are employed and over 
20,000 elected councillors serve in local government authorities in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. 

LOCAL COMMUNITIES

DECEMBER 13-19
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Lord, we pray for everyone who contributes to the life of our local communities. 
Please grant wisdom to those who are responsible for security, fi nance, health, 
education, welfare, environment, commerce and industry, sports, arts and leisure 
activities. Amen.   

Remember those in our communities who carry out 
sometimes unpleasant laborious tasks, including: 
recycling and refuse collectors and those on landfi ll 
sites, street cleaners, sewerage engineers, construction, 
demolition and agricultural workers, and operators of 
heavy machinery.

Think about the housing shortage in the UK and the 
eff ect this has on individuals and families. Pray for 
successful strategies to provide new aff ordable homes, better rented properties, help for 
those wanting to buy and suitable accommodation for vulnerable people.

Father, we intercede for people in our towns and cities who are blighted by crime, 
unemployment, poverty, social deprivation, mental health and addiction problems. 
Please raise up many prayerful, active Christians to be light and salt in these 
communities. Amen.

Ask God to continue to inspire and commission Christians to commit to intercessory 
prayer for the nation and the needs of their locality. Give thanks for organisations like 
24-7 prayer, World Prayer Centre, Neighbourhood Prayer Network, Pray for Schools and 
many others.    

THANKSGIVING: for the rich diversity of the Church in Britain, drawn from so many 
ethnic and denominational backgrounds, faithfully serving the people in their area. 
Continue to pray for Spirit-inspired unity to grow between Christians in your locality. 

Remember the staff  and elected representatives who serve the Unitary, City, 
District, Borough, Ward and Parish Councils in your area. Pray they will aspire to the 
highest standards of effi  ciency, fairness and hard work, especially in the light of 
budgetary restraints.
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Britons spend about £74 billion on Christmas gifts and celebrations, more than any other European country.  For 14 
per cent of them this leads to debt. More than £230 million worth of Christmas cards are sold in the UK each year. 
Charities receive an estimated £50 million of this amount. 

‘That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own 
did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God.’ 

JOHN 1:9-12 (NEW KING JAMES VERSION)

THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 20 - 26
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Lord Jesus, we long for many adults and children be touched by the Christmas 
message as they listen to talks, familiar Bible readings and carols. Help them to 
recognise their need of forgiveness and invite You into their lives. Amen.

Pray about the spirit of consumerism and excess that can so easily eclipse the true 
message of Christmas for so many. Ask the Holy Spirit to whisper life-giving words of 
salvation and peace to many people in their fl eeting moments of quiet refl ection. 

Remember those who this Christmas have to worship in secret because they live in 
countries where being a Christian is offi  cially forbidden. Pray too for those who are 
separated from loved ones, that they will experience the encouragement and comfort 
that only comes from God.

Give thanks for the generosity so many demonstrate through hospitality and gifts at 
Christmas. Pray for all who will share with others in need: homeless people, patients in 
hospital, the elderly in care homes and others who feel lonely and marginalised.

Ask God to graciously bless the hundreds of thousands of services taking place all over 
the world tonight: in cathedrals, churches, halls, homes, in the open air and in many 
other places. Pray for people to have open hearts to receive His redeeming love.

CHRISTMAS DAY 
THANKSGIVING:  Lord, our Emmanuel, 
we celebrate Your coming as a human 
being: to live and die, to rescue us from the 
consequences of our sin. We rejoice with 
the angels and all the company of heaven, 
worshipping and praising Your holy name! 
Amen.

Pray for families spending time together this Christmas, especially where there are 
tensions and anxiety aff ecting people’s relationships. Ask the Holy Spirit to deepen their 
love and understanding, and enable them to share both joys and diffi  culties.

MOn 
21

WED
23

THuRS
24

FRI 
25

SaT
26



‘See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way 
in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.’  

ISAIAH 43:19 (NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

‘I don’t know what tomorrow holds, but I know Who holds tomorrow.’ (Anon) 
‘Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree.’ (Martin Luther, 1483-1546)

DECEMBER 27 - JANUARY 2
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LOOKInG AHEAD

Sovereign God, we praise You for every new thing You have planned for 2016, and 
that the whole world is in Your hands. Thank You that as events unfold we can trust 
You are working for the good of those who love You, who have been called according 
to Your purposes. Amen. 

Pray for churches that will be stepping out in faith to plant new congregations, enlarge 
their buildings and embark on new ministries. Ask God to help those involved to walk 
closely with Him, listen to His directions and trust that He will bring about His will at the 
right time.

Pray for individuals and families looking forward to special events like a birth or 
adoption, a wedding, anniversary and other celebration. Remember too those who 
will face sadness and crisis situations: that they will experience God’s mercy and grace, 
whatever happens.  

Remember all the preparations for the 2016 Summer Olympics and Paralympics. Ask God 
to guide and prosper initiatives involving prayer, evangelism, hospitality and pastoral 
care being planned by Christians in Brazil and all over the world.  

THANKSGIVING: for the blessings of this past year, and that even in the most testing 
times God has walked with us to protect and provide. Thank Him for His forgiveness and 
restoration, healing and strength to do His will day by day.

NEW YEARS DAY    
Lord of all time and space, we commit this New 
Year to You and off er our lives afresh to serve 
You. Lead us into a deeper relationship with 
You and help us to worship and pray in ways 
that please and honour You. Amen.

Pray that The Dutch Government will be guided 
and helped by the wisdom of God as they take 
over the presidency until June, of the Council of the European Union, which is made up 
of ministers from the 28 EU Member States.
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‘A spirit of thankfulness is one of the most distinctive marks of a Christian whose heart is attuned to the Lord. Thank God 
in the midst of trials and every persecution.’ (Dr Billy Graham)

‘Let all that I am praise the Lord ... He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases. He redeems 
me from death and crowns me with love and tender mercies. He fi lls my life with good things. 
My youth is renewed like the eagle’s.’  

PSALMS 103:2-5 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

GRATITUDE anD PRAISE

JANUARY 3-9  
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Almighty God, all life and love springs from You! Thank You for creating us, adopting 
us into Your family and living in us by Your Spirit. May our thoughts and words and 
deeds be pleasing to You. Amen.

Thank God for anyone who was instrumental in you becoming a Christian and for others 
who have taught and spiritually nurtured you. Ask Him to encourage those engaged in 
evangelism and discipleship as they share the gospel with others.

Praise God for the skilled dedicated ministry of 
the Wycliff e Global Alliance: 100 organisations in 
60 countries, united in their desire to see a Bible 
translation for every language group that needs it. 
Thousands of languages are still without this life-
giving Word, so pray for those engaged in completing 
this work. (www.wycliff e.net)

Lord of life, we praise You for answered prayer, when 
Rob Marris’ Assisted Dying Bill was resoundingly 
defeated last September in the House of Commons. 
Please continue to help us as we oppose any further 
eff orts to legalise physician assisted suicide in the 
UK. Amen.

Thank God for the Church’s dramatic explosion of growth in Asia, Africa and South 
America. Please pray for our brothers and sisters who pay a high price to follow Jesus: 
that their faith would be strong, encouraging them to witness to others too.   

THANKSGIVING: for the many benefi ts we enjoy as British citizens: the provision of 
health and social services, civic and political stability, comparatively safe and peaceful 
streets to live in, and freedom to worship and share our faith.

Pray for Her Majesty the Queen, who became Britain’s longest reigning monarch 
last September, giving thanks for her extraordinary service to the nation and the 
Commonwealth, and her strong Christian faith.
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‘Thus says the LORD: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, 
where the good way is; and walk in it, and fi nd rest for your souls.”’ 

JEREMIAH 6:16 (REVISED STANDARD VERSION)

One billion people still live on less than 80p a day – more than 800 million do not have enough food.  Since 1963 The 
Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC), bringing together 13 leading UK aid agencies, has raised £1.4 billion at times of 
humanitarian crisis in poorer countries. The UK Government pledges 0.7per cent of our gross national income on aid.

JANUARY 10 -16 

14

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES

Almighty God, in the midst of a dramatically 
changing world we praise You – the 
Sovereign Lord over all history. We long for 
revival to sweep through every continent, 
bringing multitudes of new believers into 
Your kingdom. May Your will be done! 
Amen. 

Pray about the rising power and dominance 
of ISIL (also known as Daesh) and other 
terrorist organisations engaged in 
killing, atrocities against men, women and children, and the ruthless destruction of 
communities. Ask God to bring deliverance and victory over this evil. 

Pray for God’s wisdom and compassion as European governments struggle to contain 
and provide for the vast number of refugees and migrants from Syria and elsewhere, 
who have been forced to abandon their homes because of brutal confl ict there. 

God of compassion and mercy, please help the hundreds of thousands of people 
who are being exploited by criminal people smugglers. Rescue them from drowning, 
starvation, suff ocation and other causes of horrendous suff ering and death. Amen.

Pray for many radical God-given solutions to be found to the overwhelming ecological 
crises facing our planet: climate change, pollution in oceans and the atmosphere, 
deforestation, water shortages and other critical problems.  

THANKSGIVING: that the Church is growing in Asia, Africa, the Arabian Peninsula and 
South America, both numerically and in commitment to prayer, evangelism and caring 
for others. Please pray for those Christians living in countries hostile to the gospel to be 
courageous and faithful. 

Pray that the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals that take aff ect from this month, 
tackling a wide range of global problems from poverty to environmental issues, will be 
eff ective, with many countries working together to achieve them by 2030.
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‘Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one is watching.’  (CS Lewis, 1898-1963) 
‘Nothing in this world is harder than speaking the truth, nothing easier than fl attery.’ (Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Russian 
Christian novelist, 1821-81)

‘Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honourable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and 
admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.’ 

PHILIPPIANS 4:8 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

INTEGRITY anD TRUTH

JANUARY 17 -23
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Holy God, Author of all righteousness, may our words and the meditation of our 
hearts be acceptable in Your sight. Please forgive and cleanse us as we confess our 
sin before You, and fi ll us afresh with Your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Pray that children and young people in our schools, colleges and universities will be 
encouraged to recognise the importance of demonstrating honesty, reliability and 
sincerity in their relationships, studies, sports and other activities. 

Intercede that unscrupulous governments and companies will be made to be more 
accountable and transparent.  Pray that those investigating illegal transactions will 
succeed in bringing corrupt individuals, governments and corporations to justice, 
recovering stolen assets and distributing this wealth fairly.

Lord, as further instances of child abuse come to light: in the entertainment industry, 
the Church, among politicians and other public fi gures, we intercede for all such evil 
to be exposed, leading to true justice for perpetrators, and genuine recognition of 
the suff ering and needs of victims. Amen.

Remember David Green, Director of the Serious Fraud Offi  ce, and those working with 
him to investigate and prosecute those in the UK who commit serious and complex 
fraud, extortion, bribery and corruption.  

THANKSGIVING: for the many journalists 
and other investigators who are intent on 
exposing wrongdoing and refuse to resort 
to dishonest, invasive practices to discover 
the truth. Pray for such a culture of integrity 
to fl ourish throughout the media industry.

Intercede for those investigating crimes and 
preparing cases to come before courts and 
tribunals. Pray that they would discover the 
truth, and bring strong evidence that will 
result in justice for lawbreakers, fair treatment of victims and exoneration for those who 
are innocent. 
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Leadership Programme

Politics, social action and cultural change

For more information and how to apply online 
please visit www.care.org.uk/leadershipprogramme

The Leadership Programme exists to equip young Christians with integrity and excellence 
at the beginning of their working lives, fostering people of infl uence whose work will 
benefi t our society.

‘The opportunity to meet other people from a wide range of political views and to discuss, debate and 
work out how our faith plays out in the public square has been incredibly valuable.’ 2011/12 GRADUATE

Deadline for Applications for the 
2016-17 Programme is 16 November!
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