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This truly has been a remarkable year for CARE! We’ve seen outstanding triumphs, but equally we’ve 

had to take some very difficult decisions as a consequence of falling income. I’m therefore making a 

heart-felt appeal for your financial help at this time. We totally understand if you’re not in a position to 

give, if so please continue to pray for us. We long for CARE to leave such a legacy that the next 

generation can continue to declare Christian truth and demonstrate Christ’s compassion in our 

nation, to honour the Lord and the dignity of every human life made in God’s image.

Amazing victory!

I’ll never forget the elation of watching the voting results for the Second Reading of Rob Marris MP’s 

Assisted Dying Bill (No. 2) on 11 September! CARE staff gathered every hour during the debate to 

intercede, guided by specific prayer requests from our Public Policy Team who were inside Parliament. 

One after another, MPs spoke against the Bill, with only a minority supporting it. The Commons 

chamber was full and when the time came, 330 MPs voted against the Bill and only 118 voted for it – a 

majority of 212! The Members of the House of Commons sent out a crystal clear message that 

they’re strongly opposed to any form of euthanasia.

CARE was privileged to play a unique role in securing this amazing victory – along with similar 

successes in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. But this wouldn’t have happened without the 

thousands of individuals and churches who fervently prayed, gave financially and asked their MPs 

to vote down this dangerous measure – thank you from the depths of our hearts, if you were among 

them. The issue is unlikely to be raised again during this Parliament, for which we give thanks to God.

There’s no question in my mind that had it become law, the Marris Bill would have been the start of a 

vacant staff positions have had to be put on hold this year. CARE’s twenty-four members of staff and 

twelve consultants are so gifted and dedicated. We’ve also been blessed with faithful and generous 

supporters, but for totally understandable reasons many are finding they can no longer give to us 

financially and we’re experiencing a deepening shortfall month on month.  

There must be so many calls for your financial support from many quarters. CARE would never ask 

you to consider giving to us before the needs of your family and church, but if there is any way you 

can help us at this time we would be so grateful. Together let’s leave a Godly legacy through our 

action now and into the future.

Thank you so much for all you do already, and may God bless you greatly as we approach the 

Christmas season and into 2016.

Yours in His grace,

Lyndon Bowring                                                                                                                     

Executive Chairman
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‘slippery slope’ towards full-blown euthanasia. Supporters of assisted suicide deny it, but the situation 

in Holland and Belgium shows that even seemingly modest measures to ‘benefit’ a tiny minority of 

so-called deserving cases all too rapidly escalate and threaten the lives of the most frail, disabled 

and elderly people. Dutch Professor Theo Boer, who once firmly supported euthanasia, has reviewed 

4,000 cases in his role as a regulator. He reports an ‘explosive increase’ in euthanasia deaths since 

2007 in The Netherlands and the number is still rising, with patients with dementia and depression 

now being euthanased. In Belgium, where it is now also legal to euthanase children, an average of five 

people die in this way every day. 

What a tragic legacy of death this is turning out to be in these places and so we are thankful that the 

British Parliament turned back from the brink of agreeing to state-sanctioned killing. We have some 

respite for now, but this issue will come back again and we promise to be at the forefront of any 

campaign against future attempts to legalise assisted suicide.

We’re thrilled that CARE was able to contribute to this campaign and others – particularly to Lord 

Morrow’s groundbreaking Human Trafficking and Exploitation Bill that became law in Northern Ireland 

in January. Legislation was also passed in England, Scotland and Wales to combat modern slavery 

and care for its victims.

A Godly legacy

My last letter told the story of Thomas Fowell Buxton MP’s campaign in Parliament to end the practice 

of slavery, which followed on from Wilberforce and his fellow abolitionists’ success in abolishing the 

Trade in 1807. I wrote that some considered him ‘an unremarkable man’ in many ways, but several 

letters and emails I received pointed out that this was far from the truth. Both during his own lifetime 

and through the remarkable legacy Buxton left, he was 

instrumental not only in setting thousands of slaves free 

through the passing of the Slavery Abolition Act in 1833, 

but in other ways too. His Christian service cascaded 

down to affect many generations after him. Several of 

his descendants served on the mission field – his son’s 

family home in Ware is now the All Nations Christian 

College, which trains missionaries. Other Buxtons and 

their close relatives invested money, energy, influence and prayer in hospitals, schools and many other 

godly initiatives, work that still continues to this day!

This has made me ponder about the kind of legacy I myself will leave. I will include bequests to certain 

ministries in my will – such legacies are a huge blessing to charities. If you are planning to remember 

CARE in your own will we would of course be deeply grateful, as we have already been to supporters 

who have gone on before us and left legacies. I do hope you will consider this. Jesus said that only 

what we invest in His kingdom will live on and as Christians we must remember this eternal 

perspective as we consider how we spend our lives. After our death we can pass our wealth on 

to loved ones and to causes near to our heart; this will not just be in terms of material assets, but 

more importantly whatever spiritual inheritance we leave. I believe this principle applies to ministries 

and Christian organisations too and my prayer for CARE is that all we invest today will provide a firm 

foundation for tomorrow. CARE’s legacy will be determined by our many efforts down the years to 

influence laws and support key politicians and also by raising awareness in churches across the UK 

that we can make a Christian difference – and helping them to do just that.

Leaders of today and tomorrow

It’s often been said that CARE’s most significant contribution could turn out to be the Leadership 

Programme. Almost 300 Christian graduates who, having spent a year learning what it meant to apply 

their faith to public service and how to exercise biblical servant leadership in society, are now out there 

living for Christ – some are in very senior positions!  

The Apostle Paul counselled Timothy, whom he mentored like a son:

‘be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me 

say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be 

qualified to teach others’ (2 Timothy 2:2)

Thank God for today’s mature and trustworthy older leaders like Paul sharing with the enthusiastic 

young Timothys who are rising up to teach and encourage others. These represent generations of 

believers all determined to serve Him and make a Godly impact on the society in which they live.

There is no doubt about it, our country is becoming increasingly secularised. I remember telephoning 

the National Secular Society some time ago to ask how they differed from the British Humanist 

Association. ‘We’re very similar,’ the person at the other end replied, ‘except we’re more anti-Christian.’ 

There are many who are determined to ‘separate church from state’ and remove any vestige of 

Christianity from public life. Targets include: Bishops in the House of Lords, church-run schools, 

religion on the BBC, permission to speak about faith in the workplace and freedom to express opinions 

that offend certain groups. 

We are called to be effective ‘light and salt’, leading the way in matters of truth, compassion, 

justice and peace in every area of society. And we see the Church rising up to do just this as local 

congregations work together to feed the hungry, befriend the poor and meet many other social needs 

within their communities. More Christians than ever are engaging in politics across the country at 

every level. We believe this is also increasingly happening within business, the arts, music, sport and 

the media.

CARE – what will our legacy be?

CARE’s ministry is about holding back the tide of secularisation wherever possible, and presenting 

positive alternatives, which is why the Marris Bill defeat was such good news. We are also deeply 

committed to inspiring and equipping others to continue this work well into the future.   

It’s very challenging and we need to put our trust in the Lord to meet the need. Increasing numbers of 

Christian politicians in each of the UK’s Parliaments and Assemblies are asking for our Public Policy 

Team’s help with crucial issues concerning life, family and other complex ethical questions of serious 

concern. Yet it’s a real struggle to make ends meet; even after paring down our expenditure, some 
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