
Making a Christian difference

Co-workers with God

My very first job, on Saturdays and in the holidays, was with ‘Jones the Milk’ - I was ten and sat 

proudly on the milk float as it clattered through the town of Caerphilly, jumping out every time 

it stopped to deliver full bottles and collect the empties. Later I inherited my brother’s job on 

Arthur Marshall’s baker’s van, then worked as a paper boy for Alfie and Mervyn. By the age of 

14, I had my own evening newspaper business, picking up a bale of South Wales Echoes off 

the train each afternoon and delivering them on my bike. At church, I sold Christian magazines. 

All proceeds went to missions, so I urged people to read their copy carefully and return it to 

me to resell the following week! I loved it – not just earning money and feeling fulfilled, but 

also the pleasure of serving others. In an ideal world, that’s how ‘work’ should be – whether in 

paid employment, caring for family, running a business, studying, looking after your home and 

garden, making music or whatever else.

Creation’s fantastic plan

The core of CARE’s work is upholding what it means to be human. Genesis 1 says that 

God made us in His own image: creative and rational, able to make moral decisions and build 

loving relationships, like Him. Adam and Eve were charged with ‘the Creation Mandate’ to ‘be 

fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it’ - to work and take care of the world. The Hebrew 

for work, abad, means both ‘service’ and ‘worship’ so it can involve prayer and many other 
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activities. Every generation since has discovered God’s will for them to be His partners. 
Tim Keller describes this as ‘rearranging the raw material of God’s creation in such a 
way that it helps the world in general, and the people in particular, thrive and flourish.’ 
Some separate life into spiritual and secular - referring to their ‘secular job’. But secular really 

means rejecting religion and denying God. It’s my conviction that in His sight, the only thing 

that’s secular is sin – everything else can be done in Christ’s name. 

There are various versions of how the universe began. Babylonians 

believed Marduk, king of the gods, created human beings as a labour 

force when they complained about having to work themselves. Others 

have thought God first started up the universe, like a vast mechanical 

clock, but then sat back and let humanity get on with it. But the Bible 

tells us how our Father God, with Christ and the Holy Spirit beside 

Him, made everything to be ‘good’ and has sustained the universe 

ever since. Colossians 1 declares: ‘everything was created through 

Christ and for Him. He existed before anything else, and He holds all 

creation together.’

Partnership with God!

1 Corinthians 1:9 says God has ‘invited you into partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.’  Before we were born, God prepared gifts and abilities and placed them within us. 
‘For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do.’ (Ephesians 2:10). Humans are designed to use their gifts and talents 

to work alongside God Himself!

The John Lewis department store calls itself a Partnership because of how it relates to its 

staff. I was in Waitrose recently, searching for something. I asked one of the Partners, who 

was kneeling to stack the lower shelves, and he willingly rose and took me to the right place. 

When I offered to commend him to his boss he smiled – ‘That’s not necessary, sir, I’m the 

store manager!’ Maybe without realising it he was exercising Christ-like servant leadership. 

We deeply appreciate your partnership with us, especially where you’re able to help us 

financially, praying or responding to our requests to take action and engage with government 

and other agencies. 

I’m so grateful to have been able to enjoy my work most of my life, especially in the ordained 

Christian ministry, first as Associate Minister at Kensington Temple and then with CARE. I hope 

the same is true for you: serving the Lord in a career, studies, caring for others, volunteering 

in church and the community. Maybe now you’re of retirement age developing your God-given 

gifts in other ways. We expect work to be a mixed bag, alongside fulfilment and purpose there’ll 

inevitably be frustrations. Genesis 3 tells how after Adam sinned, God changed the nature of 

work; ‘“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the 

days of your life.”’ Only through facing problems do we grow to realise our true identity 
isn’t in what we do but in knowing the God of grace who made us. 

‘everything was 
created through 
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Some are seriously limited because of illness or other difficult circumstances. Millions see their 

job as something to be endured. In the developing world many people have little choice but to 

do whatever it takes to survive, however demeaning and tiring. Yet Christians in such situations 

are often so full of joy! 

Many tragically live in slavery, including tens of thousands in the UK who are abused through 

sexual exploitation, hard manual labour and other activities. One of CARE’s current priorities 

is to assist Lord McColl with his Bill to help trafficked victims who need protection and care 

to rebuild their shattered lives and keep out of the clutches of their former traffickers. May we 

always faithfully pray and speak up on their behalf whenever we can.

What about retirement?

I have just finished what I think will be one of the best books I will read in 2019: Bolder: 

Making The Most Of Our Longer Lives by Carl Honoré. I’ve no evidence that the author 

is a Christian, but many of his words ring so true to me - sadly not his views on sexual 

morality. He challenges ideas that older people have limited roles in society, pointing out 

that Michelangelo finished painting his amazing frescoes aged 74; Verdi premiered his finest 

comic opera, Falstaff, at 79; and architect Frank Lloyd Wright was 91 when he finished New 

York’s Guggenheim Museum! 

A couple of years ago CARE became aware 

that many of our supporters are coming to the 

end of full-time work expecting to enjoy many 

active years ahead and having so much still to 

give. Churches have a wonderful opportunity 

to harness their fantastic wisdom, experience 

and energy! CARE gathered a group of key 

Christian leaders from all walks of life in their 

late sixties and older, who were unanimous 

that, as no other evangelical ministry was 

directly addressing this subject, we should! 

So, CARE launched AfterWorkNet to 
meet this need, offering encouragement, 
advice, inspiration and motivation through 

its unique website, Facebook group and 

weekly email and blogs to help those in their 

active years of retirement to live life to the full. 

AfterWorkNet’s ambassador Dave Fenton, a 

long-time friend of CARE, initially spoke to us 

about this important issue. He serves alongside Programme Director Peter Meadows, who was 

involved in starting Spring Harvest, Premier Radio and many other Christian initiatives. If you’re 

retired or heading that way do explore this important new resource at afterworknet.com and 

pass on the news to others. 
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Work now might look different but there are many opportunities to worship God by partnering 

with Him! Golf, cruises and new hobbies are well-deserved after a busy working life and they 

can become opportunities, along with the others God has prepared for us to serve His Kingdom! 

As I enter my seventies this truth is striking home more than ever. There’s still work to do and 
when it’s God-ordained, it’s worship! This year CARE is running five special events in the 

south of England, featuring Graham Kendrick who’s approaching 70 and Dr RT Kendall who is 

83! My wife Celia and I, along with Nola Leach and other members of the CARE team, hope to 

see you at one of these evenings.

‘Only what’s done for Jesus will last.’ 

Growing up, I frequently heard quoted these words of CT Studd, the renowned missionary to 

China who gave up his promising career in cricket as well as his sizeable fortune. 

‘Only one life, t’will soon be past. Only what’s done for Jesus will last.’

Let’s take them to heart, wherever we are on life’s journey with Him. 

How does your ‘work life’ look today? Whether we are just starting out, or changing direction, 
or involved in fewer activities than before, may God help us to discover His plans for us, 
laying aside any non-ordained tasks to be co-workers with Him. And if you’re older, maybe 

part of His revelation will be forthcoming as you connect with AfterWorkNet!  

Yours in His grace,

Rev Lyndon Bowring 

CARE Chairman
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